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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
Many studies of language errors in elementary school compositions 
have shown children's mistakes in writing. These investigations, however, 
have for the most part been based upon artificial compositions written in 
unnatural life situations. In many instances children were forced to 
write; thus much of the material was reproductive and not spontaneous. 
Very seldom was there true expression of individuality and the results were 
generally stilted. As the children did not use the language which springs 
from natural life situations, the errors made were sometimes unnatural and 
accordingly not always the same as those which would have been made in the 
actual life writing. 
The question arises as to what errors would be made in natural life 
writing where children would write spontaneously that which they desired to 
write and when their free play of ideas would not be hampered as i~ was 
most often in school themes. Real interests and activities of children 
would no doubt affect the expression and the language; different words 
would be used; different constructions would be formed. Would the inter-
ests of the children in life situations affect the errors made? Would the 
greater freedom permit more liberties with the language and thus cause a 
greater variety of errors? Would the more unrestrained and unsupervised 
letters written in life outside the school show a greater lack of care than 
1 
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that exercised in school work? Would different types of errors be made? 
To what extent is the writing skill attained in school transferred to the 
necessary and spontaneous expression in natural life situations? Angwers 
to these questions would be significant for a program of language teaching. 
Accordingly, the findings from a study of errors made in life letters of 
children should yield valuable information for curriculum building. 
The purpose of this stuqy is to investigate certain errors made in 
children's letters written in life outside the school. Since for such a 
thesis it is impracticable to obtain and study letters written by children 
in all the grades, the investigation is limited to those written by fifth-
grade children. 
No attempt is made to study the errors in spelling. The problem is 
basically threefold, dealing first with the composition errors in fifth-
grade life letters, secondly with letter-form errors1 found in these let-
tars, and thirdly with the mistakes in word usage which occurred in these 
letters. An attempt is made in connection with these main problems to find 
the effect of age, sex, and place of school attendance.2 For example, do 
children nine years old make more mistakes than children ten years old? 
Do boys make more mistakes than girls? What is the ratio of mistakes made 
by rural and city children? Specifically, answers to the following ques-
tiona are attempted: 
1. What are the composition errors made by fifth-grade children 
in life letters? 
1. Letter-form errors are those which concern the heading, salutation, 
spacing and margins, close, and signature. 
2. Rural sChool attendance in this thesis refers to children who went to 
one or two-room rural schools; urban school attendance refers to those 
who went to city, town, or village schools. 
2. What letter-form errors are made by fifth-grade children 
in life letters? 
3. What errors are made in word usage by fifth-grade children 
in life letters? 
4. What is the effect of age, sex, and place of school atten-
dance upon the errors in composition, letter-form, and word usage? 
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CHAPTER II 
SURVEY OF LITERATURE RELEVANT TO THIS PROBLEM 
In a limited investigation of this nature it is unnecessary to review 
all the studies in the field of language errors. This study deals with 
only the composition, letter-form, and word usage errors in fifth-grade 
writing. Generally therefore all adult error investigations, college error 
studies, high-school error counts of language and composition, and all re-
search concerning oral errors will be omitted in this survey. The litera-
ture will be reviewed in four sections: A. Bibliographies and General 
Sources of Error Studies; B. Important Language, Grammar, and Composition 
Error Studies in the Elementary Grades; c. other Investigations Relevant 
to This Problem; D. Research in Children's Free Writing. 
A. Bibliographies and General Sources of 
Error Studies 
In the Sixteenth Yearbook (9) of the National Society for the Study 
of Education Charters summarized the early investigatiomof oral and 
written language and grammar errors. Among the studies of written campo-
sition reviewed were those of Wilson, Charters and Miller, Barnes, Diebel .. 
and Sears, and Betz and Marshall. 
Again, in the Third Yearbook (10) of the Department of Superintendence 
Charters mentioned these first error studies. In addition he reviewed the 
studies of Searson, Pendleton, andBobbitt concerning necessary language 
skills and objectives in the teaching of composition and summarized the 
4 
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error studies made by Sunne and by Johnson. 
The ultimate outcomes in language and composition teaching were given 
in the Fourth Yearbook (54) of the Department of Superintendence. Those to 
be attained in each grade are listed separately. 
Although the Fifth Yearbook (20) of the Department of Superintendence 
was concerned primarily with the Junior High School Curriculum, several 
studies were included such as those of Pressey, Guiler, and Wiswall which 
should interest those who are concerned with the specific composition , 
errors of children. 
Among the studies reviewed in the Sixth Yearbook (32) of the Depart-
ment of Superintendence was that of Stormzand and O'Shea. This investiga-
tion was made to establish the relative importance of various topics in 
grammar on the basis of usage. It also gave the results of error counts 
in language and grammar. 
Lyman in his Summary of Investigations Relating to Grammar, Language, 
and Composition (27) made a complete surve,y of studies relative to errors 
which appeared up to 1929. Chapter II of this summary included the ob-
jectives, content, organization, and miscellaneous problems regarding the 
curriculum. Chapter III presented Investigations in Correct Usage both 
oral and written. The studies of written English included those relating 
to: (1) "Technical Errors in Written Compositions of Elementary-School 
Pupils;" (2) "Technical Errors in written Compositions of High-School 
Pupils;" (3) "Most Frequent Technical Errors in Written Compositions of 
College S~udents;" and (4) "Technical Shortcomings in the Written English 
of Adults." In this chapter comparisons of the errors found in written 
6 
and oral compositions were also made. 
In his later Summary of Investigations Relating to Grammar, Language, 
and Composition (28) Lyman reported further studies made from January,l929, 
-
to January, 1931, under four general headings: (1) "Investigations Concern-
ing the Curriculum;" (2) "Investigations in Correct Usage;" (3) "Investiga-
tions in the Field of Written Composition;" and (4) "Investigations in 
Methods of Teaching." 
Harap in his article on ~ Most Common Grammatical Errors (22) in-
eluded a bibliography of thirty-three former error studies which he con-
sidered the outstanding investigations in the field. One who wishes a 
terse survey of the important studies made would find this source very 
helpful. 
The Bibliographies of Research Studies in Education for the years 
1928-29 (34), 1929-30 (35), 1930-31 (36), and 1931-32 (37) listed many 
error studies as well as other investigations in the field of composition. 
B. Important Language, Grammar, and 
Composition Error Studies in 
the Elementary Grades 
Charters and Miller (12) made a study of 4819 compositions written by 
sixth and seventh grade children of Kansas City, Missouri, and tabulated 
the errors under twenty-seven headings. Of the 10,554 mistakes found in 
these compositions 47 per cent were punctuation errors, 16 per cent verb 
errors, 11 per cent similarity of sound errors, 6 per cent noun and pro-
noun errors, 4 per cent syntactical redundancy, and 2 per cent confusion of 
adjective and adverb. There were four types of punctuation errors repre-
sented: (1) omission of the period at the end of a statement; (2) omission 
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of the interrogation mark after a question; (3) omission of an apostrophe 
denoting possession; and (4) incorrect punctuation of sentences which con-
tained dependent and independent clauses. Six types of errors comprised 
sixty per cent of the total number of mistakes. These were: (1) omission 
of the terminal period. 30 per centJ (2) the confusion of dependent and 
independent clauses, 9 per cent; (3) lack of agreement between the verb and 
subject, 6 per cent; (4) omission of the apostrophe in possession, 6 per 
cant; (5) wrong form of noun or pronoun, 5 per cent; and (6) confusion of 
present and past tense, 4 per cent. 
In Bonham, T-exas, Fillers (18) following the same procedure as Charter 
investigated both the oral and written errors of elementary school child-
ren. The findings of the investigation of written errors were similar to 
those found by Charters. 
Betz and Marshall (3) continuing the work begun by Charters in Kansas 
City checked the written errors of third grade children. The mistakes 
found were divided into three groups: (1) punctuation, which included be-
sides all itams generally considered under this classification capitals as 
well (the reason for this is not clear); (2) language, which included such 
itams as incorrect paragraphing. improprieties. syntactical redundancy. 
violation of unity. and the like; (3) grammar, under which were listed 
errors in parts of speech, double negatives, and mistakes in similarity of 
sound. The results of this study showed that fifty-five per cent of the 
mistakes were in punctuation, seventeen per cent were in language, and 
twenty-eight per cent were in grammar. It is interesting to note that 22 
per cent of all the errors were mistakes in capitalization, 13 per cent 
,., .. 
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mistakes in the use of verbs, 11 per cent mistakes in the use of the comma, 
10 per cent mistakes in the use of the period, 6 per cent violation of 
unity, and 5 per cent the result of likeness of sound. The fact that only 
112 pages of composition were used as basic data should be considered when 
interpreting and evaluating the findings of this study. 
Diebel and Sears (16) investigated the written compositions of pupils 
in grades three to eight inclusive in the schools of Cincinnati. Eleven 
hundred and forty papers were read, 190 taken at random from each grade. 
The investigators reported that 30.8 per cent of all errors were in punc-
tuation, 30.1 per cent in composition form, 10.8 per cent in verbs, 4.7 
per cent were listed under carelessness, and 3.9 per cent errors in nouns 
and pronouns. Errors in punctuation, mistakes in composition form, and 
faults listed under carelessness comprised sixty-six per cent of the total 
number. When fifth-grade errors alone were considered, these same three 
major groups made up sixty-seven per cent of the total mistakes although 
the order of frequency differed somewhat fram that of the entire study. 
Composition form errors led in number, followed by punctuation errors, 
syntactical redundancy, verb errors, mistakes due to carelessness, prepo-
sition errors, and noun and pronoun errors. 
The written work of 8618 children in Louisiana parishes was studied 
by Sunne (50) and mistakes listed under two main headings: (1) ~. under 
which twenty-ffve types were included; (2) syntactical errors, under which 
twenty-one kinds of grammar errors were listed. The principal syntactical 
errors ranked in frequency as follows: verb errors, pronoun errors, ad-
jective and adverb confusion, redundant expressions, preposition mistakes, 
and negatives. The principal form errors ranked in frequency as follows: 
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(1) omission of terminal period; (2) omission of initial capital; (3) "and" 
clauses; (4) incorrect capitalization; (5) omission of quotation marks; 
(6) incorrect possessive form. 
In reviewing the results of these studies made by Charters and Miller, 
Fillers, Betz and Marshall, Diebel and Sears, and Sunne, it may be noted 
that punctuation errors ranked highest in frequency in each case. When 
grammar errors alone were considered thes~ investigators found that mistakes 
in verbs ranked highest in frequency. 
This "preponderance of verb errors' was confirmed by Driggs (17). 
Studying 1304 sixth-grade compositions for language errors he found that 
verb errors comprised thirty-six ~er cent of the total number of mistakes 
checked. 
Seegers (47) investigated the written work of 134 pupils of grades 
seven and eight for the purpose of determining what specific errors should 
be considered in teaching. Errors in spelling ranked first in frequency, 
punctuation errors were second with mistakes in the use of the question 
~rk, period, and comma occurring in that order. Grammar errors were third 
and sentence construction errors fourth. In this last group, the most commcn 
!mistake was the failure to end a sentence when the thought ended. 
As a result of a study of 850 compositions written by children in grades 
~our through eight in Richmond, California, Ashfield (2) reported that there 
~ere three main difficulties: (1) inability to use the rules of punctuation; 
(2) failure to "organize" material into paragraphs; and (3) neglect in com-
~leting sentences. 
Charters (9:88) reported a study made hy Thompson who read twenty-five 
hundred compositions written by children in grades five through eight in six 
~ 
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school systems of Illinois and two Chicago schools. Errors in the order 
of frequency were listed as follows relative to: (1) verbs, (2) omissions, 
(3) connectives, (4) incomplete sentences, (5) homonyms, (o) pronouns, 
(7) prepositions, (8) repetition, (9) antecedents, (10) double negatives, 
(11) adjectives for adverb, (12) inverted construction, (13) articles, 
(14) redundancy. In general for syntactical errors these results are prac-
tically the same as those reported in the preceding studies reviewed in 
this section. 
Guiler (21) investigated 1731 letters and compositions in grades two 
through nine including in general three types of chilqren's writings: (1) 
friendly letters, (2) personal experience narratives, and (3) descriptions 
of something of the children's own choice. These were analyzed for various 
errors. Twenty-one types of usage in capitalization were listed and 'in 
every grade the following needs were noted": use of the capital in the 
first word of a sentence, in days of the week, in months of the year, in 
the salutation of a letter, and in the complimentary close. In punctuation 
there were nine major abilities censidered. Guiler concluded that there 
was need for emphasis in all grades on the correct use of the following: 
(1) the period, after a statement and after an abbreviation; (2) the comrna, 
between parts of dates and addresses, after a close of a latter, to separ-
ate words and phrases in series, to set off introductory ideas and added 
elements at the close, and to set off parenthetical ideas; (3) the colon, 
after a letter salutation; (4) the apostrophe, to indicate possession and 
in contractions. 
An investigation of written errors of 13,802 elementary school pupils 
~· 
-~----------------------------------------------------------------------------. 
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and 680 high-school pupils was made by De Busk (15). He found that forty 
per cent of the errors made in both the grades and the high-school were in 
violation of ten rules of English. Seven errors were constant, making up 
34.2 per cent of all mistakes in the elementary school. Of these seven, 
five persisted and were among the most frequent mistakes of high-school 
pupils. These five errors were illustrated by the following: "Between you 
and I"; "That is him"; "Jane likes Betty and I"; "It was her"; and ni like 
these kind of pears." 
Bowyer (4) made a study of the lenguage errors in the elementary 
grades of the Denver schools. A test given to 22,697 children in grades 
three to six inclusive was the basis of the study. There were two parts 
to the test, recognition and recall. Among the results shown were the 
following: (1) there was a decrease in errors as children advanced from 
grade to grade; (2) in multiple choice questions the children were unable 
to recognize the correct form; (3) the children ''did not recall satisfac-
torily the correct form for the root word"; ( 4) errors in the use of the 
word "I" were found most frequently in the third grade, errors in plurals 
in fourth grade, errors in the use of the word "lie" in fifth grade, and 
errors in the use of "is" and "are" in the sixth grade. 
Palmer ( 39) read 1200 themes v.rri tten by rure 1 pupils in gra.des three 
to eight inclusive of seven counties of Iowa. Two hundred composifions 
were picked at random from each grHde. Each pupil we.s permitted to choose 
his own subject. The writing was to be spontaneous and was "to stimulate 
the use of the child's normal vocabulary and language habits." Suggested 
topics were listed for those children who were unable to choose a subject. 
The purpose of the study was to determine what written errors in expression 
12 
were made by rural elementary school children, with what frequency the 
various errors were made, and with what relative frequency two selected 
types of errors occurred. After one hundred themes from each grade were 
ree.d a tabulation of errors was compiled. Then fifty more from each grade 
were read and the results checked against the first hundred. Again, fifty 
more were read and the results added to those of the 150. It was found 
that the percentage and types of errors did not change grea.tly and the 
writer therefore concluded that two hundred CO!!lpositions from each grade 
would be sufficient for her purpose. The errors were classified under 
sixteen major headings. Specific errors were listed under these headings. 
In the twelve hundred themes which contained 147,000 running words, 21,817 
errors were checked. Errors in the use of the indicated items ranked as 
follows: (1) comma, (2) verb, (3) capital, (4) sentence structure, (5) pro-
noun, (b) adverb, (7) period, (8) apostrophe, (9) question mark, (10) quo-
tation mark, (11) abbreviation, (12) adjective, (13) conjunction, (14) noun, 
(15) preposition, (16) semicolon. In the two hundred fifth-grade compo-
sitions containing 18,580 running words the errors in the use of the follow-
ing items ranked as listed: (1) comma, (2) capital, (3) verb, (4) pronoun, 
(5) apostrophe, (o) sentence structure, (7) a.dver~s, (8) period, (9) quo-
tation mark, (10) question mark, (11) abbreviation, (12) preposition, (13) 
conjunction, (14) adjective, (15) noun, (16) semicolon. 
Palmer concluded Jcha.t the follo"Vring errors persisted throughout the 
grades: (1) omission of the capital at the beginning of a sentence; (2) 
omission of the terminal period; (3) inconsistency in the person and number 
of pronouns; and (4) lack of agreement in person and number between verb 
and subject. In approximately fifty per cant of the language situations 
there was an increase in error frequency in the fourth grade. The findings 
in regard to the use of verbs, capitals~ pronouns, adjectives~ and adverbs 
agreed with the results found by Charters and liliiller, Betz and Marshall, 
Diebel and Sears, and Sunne, in that there was beneral decreas~ in the 
number of errors in the sixth grade and this continued throughout the 
seventh and eighth. 
pr 
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c. other Investigations Relevant to This Problem 
McPhee (31) summarized the lists of language needs submitted by a 
committee of teachers in Lincoln, Nebraska, in an attempt to determine 
what should be taught to elementary school children. The following errors, 
in the opinion of these teachers, were found most frequently: (1) misuse of 
verb and pronoun forms; (2) use of double negatives; (3) use of plural sub-
ject with singular verb; (4) use of singular subject with plural verb; 
(5) use of objective form as subject of a verb; (6) use of meaningless 
introductory words, such as "why," "then," and the like; and (7) mispro-
nunciation of common words. 
Stormzand and O'Shea (49) made an extensive study to establish the 
relative importance of the various topics in grammar on the basis of usage. 
In connection with this they tabulated the errors by means of the same 
check list as Charters and Miller used. Findings were given for the three 
upper elementary grades, for the high-school, and the university. The 
following results were listed; (1) mistakes in punctuation were first in 
frequency throughout all the grades; (2) failure to express clear meaning 
ranked second, third, or fourth; (3) mistakes in capitalization were fourth 
or fifth except in the case of upper university students when capital 
errors ranked eleventh in frequency. 
Harap (22) presented a composite error list in grammar, punctuation, 
and sentence structure which he suggested was "more comprehensive" than any 
one of the thirty-three former lists from which his was compiled. He 
listed 106 specific items that "should be treated as separate units for the 
purpose of instruction." These items were grouped under eight major class-
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ifications as follows: 44 verb uses, 12 pronoun uses, 8 adjective and ad-
verb uses, 6 preposition and conjunction uses, 10 noun uses, 6 items of 
sentence structure, 15 uses of punctuation marks, and 5 uses of capital 
letters. 
Many studies have been made concerning specific errors such as punc-
tuation, capitalization, and sentence structure. 
Ruhlan and Pressey (45) assumed that frequency of use is a measure of 
importance and therefore analyzed one hundred business letters, fifty 
professional letters, one copy each of four representative magazines, and 
the first page of four newspapers, to determine what usages in punctuation 
are most important and should be emphasized in teaching. The results of 
the tabulation showed that eighty-seven per cent of all punctuation was 
made up of periods and commas. 
Pressey (43) studied 980 papers containing 182,985 running words 
written by children in grades seven to twelve inclusive, in order to deter-
mine the relative frequency of different errors in sentence structure. He 
found that failure to make proper sentence division and the omission of 
words or phrases comprised fifty per cent of the sentence structure errors. 
Two other types of errors were comrron, faulty reference of pronouns and 
redundancy. Pressey emphasized the importa.nce of these errors because of 
their close relationship to errors in punctuation and capitalization. 
In a further study Which concerned the usage of capitals and their 
comparative difficulty, Preese,y (42) used as materials one copy each of 
four representative magazines, 120 business letters, fifty professional 
letters, and the front page of each of three newspapers. F.rom a study of 
49,000 running words Pressey determined what uses of the capital were most 
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frequently needed. He also analyzed 936 papers written by children in 
grades seven to twelve inclusive. The findings showed that children's 
chief difficulty concerned the use of the capital at the beginning of the 
sentence. Next in frequency came miscellaneous errors, followed by mis-
takes in titles, headings, quotations, and place names. 
Symonds and Lee (51) analyzed 616 compositions which contained 99,708 
running words written by children of grades four through twelve. They 
found that punctuation improved as children progressed in school. In fourih 
grade the omission of the terminal period was most frequent, while comma 
errors, such as found in setting off a parenthetical idea, were most fre-
quent in the higher grades. 
Symonds and Lee (52) as a result of reading these same compositions 
to study capitalization reported that errors decreased in number as there 
was improvement in the quality of the compositions. The need for sentence 
sense was emphasized to aid in the correction of capitalization errors. 
In regard to sentence structure Symonds and Daringer (53) concluded 
that in general these errors tended to maintain the same relative position 
throughout the grades. Run-on sentences and comma blunders were prominent 
in all the grades. 
Wiswall (57) read four compositions each from two hundred eighth-
grade children in order to determine what sentence structure difficulties 
were present. There were 8,599 sentences contained in the compositions. 
Of these 5.5 per cent were the comma-splice type, and 1.8 per cent were 
the non-sentence or fragmentary type. 
In order to determine whether run-on sentences and fragmentary sen-
tences could be reduced or not Wiswall (58) made a further study. An 
~· 
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eighth-grade class of thirty-six pupils was divided into two groups of 
about equal ability. One group continued under the routine for.m of in-
struction, while the other group was given intensive drill on sentence 
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structure difficulties. The results indicated that drill was effective in 
eliminating these errors. Wiswall concluded also that the comma blunder 
was a careless "English habit"; that errors in the use of non-sentences 
were due to lack of knowledge rather than to carelessness; and that drills 
in sentence recognition were aids in eliminating comma-splice sentence 
errors. 
Seegers (48) in a later investigation analyzed 3567 papers and letters 
written by children in grades one through six, to determine "certain ele-
ments in the complexity of sentence structure." Among his conclusions 
were: (1) sentence structure was influenced by the type of discourse used; 
(2) from age six to fifteen "definite relationship was found to exist 
between growth in years of age andgrowth in complexity of sentence struc-
ture"; (3) the children in all grades were found to use complex sentences; 
(4) all children used the compound sentence to some extent; (5) the study 
showed "the extent to which each of the types of dependent clauses analyzed 
was used, on the average, by representative groups of children" from ages 
six to fifteen; (6) the types of dependent clauses used most frequently 
were time clauses, adjective clauses, and substantive clauses in in-
direct discourse. 
D. Researc~ in Children's Free Writing 
In this section studies of free writing are reviewed. Some Junior 
High School investigations are included here because it was desired to 
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report research concerning the upper elementary grades. 
Ashbaugh's (1) investigation was concerned 1rith composition errors of 
JWlior and Senior Hie;h School pupils. Three hundred friendly letters, . 
"non-school compositions," were used as data. Ashbaugh found that approx-
ime.tely six per cent of all sentence structure in each grade was faulty, 
and that grammatical errors appeared on the average of one per letter. 
Incorrect use of tenses made up forty-five per cent of all the grammatical 
errors, and lack of agreement betw·een subj act and verb comprised twenty-
four per cent of them. Further conclusions were: (1) although paragraphing 
improved from grade seven to grade twelve a high per cent of errors remain-
ed in the twelffth grade; (2) periods were omitted after statements and 
abbreviations at the rate of one to every five or six places needed; (3) 
the interrogation mark was "omitted even more frequently than the period; 11 
(4) com.'l18.s were "usually omitted in headings, addresses, after compliment-
ary closings, and in parenthetical expressions." 
An investigation of the free writing of Junior High School pupils of 
Los l~i"lgeles was made by Rodgers (44). The material consisted of 29,000 
friendly letters averaging three paragraphs in le:::tgth. From these twelve 
hundred were chosen. There were 154 types of errors found, forty-eight of 
which were discarded as neglicible. Under the remaining 106 headings 9394 
errors were checked, an average of 53.4 per thousand words. Three thousand 
four hundred and fifty-one or 37.4 per cent of the errors made were class-
ifiable under five types and occurred •nth a frequency of 19.6 per thous~nd 
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words. These were errors in : (1) the use of the capital with the proper 
noun and pronoun; (2) the use of "shall" and "will;" (3) the use of verbal 
contractions; (4) the use of adverbs, particularly needless ones; and 
(5) the use of adjectives for adverbs, or adverbs for adjectives. 
Kremer (25) studied 611 life letters written by sixth-grade children 
in order to determine the types and frequencies of errors. Of these 
letters, 435 were written by city children and 176 by rural children. 
Approximately 105,000 running words were contained in these letters. The 
errors were considered under seventy-two headings grouped into twenty-five 
major classes. or the 12,630 mistakes tabulated, an average of 19.9 per 
letter, 41.8 per cent were errors in punctuation, 14.7 per cent errors in 
capitalization, 12.3 per cent errors in sentence structure, 6.2 per cent 
failure to write out numbers, 5.3 per cent errors in the use of verbs, 5 
per cent unnecessary abbrevi~tions, 4.2 per cent errors in other parts of 
speech, 2.7 per cent slang, 2.1 per cent errors in words that sound alike, 
and 2.8 per cent mistakes in nouns, pronouns, mistakes due to improper 
syllabification, careless omissions, double subjects, and words incorrectly 
used. The most frequent errors in punctuation were those of the comma, 
period, and interrogation mark. Of all the errors tabulated 88.8 per cent 
were listed under punctuation, capitalization, and sentence structure. 
These same letters were studied for letter-form errors. It was found 
that 90.3 per cent of the letters were incorrectly placed on the page; 
63 per cent were illegible or not neat; in 51.9 per cent of the letters both 
open and closed punctuation appeared; and in 36 per cent of them block and 
samiblock form were found. Omissions of the comma between city and state, 
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and between the date and year were frequent. Spacing errors were numerous; 
the incorrect placement of the several items was frequent. The headings in 
5.4 per cent of the letters were incorrectly placed; the salutation in 
20.6 per cent, the close in 29.6 per cent, and the signature in 16.3 per 
cent were also incorrectly placed. Kremer concluded from these findings 
that emphasis is greatly needed upon the correct mechanical construction 
of letters. 
From the studies reviewed in this section it is evident that there is 
need for continued persistent composition training in all grades. While 
many investigations of written work of children have been made, few have 
bean concerned with free writing. Kremer's study is the only one of this 
type which has been made in the elementary grades. Therefore a further 
study of children's letters written in life outside the school should be 
helpful in indicating the errors children make and in providing crucial 
material for language instruction. 
CHAPTER III 
METHOD OF PROCEDURE 
A. Collection and Choice of Letters 
The £ifth-grade children's letters used in this study are part of the 
collection of children's life letters made by Dr. James A. Fitzgerald (19) 
for his investigation of spelling and writing in life situations. The 
original collection of approximately forty-two hundred letters which were 
written by children of forty-one states and four foreign countries wns 
made in the following manner; requests were made to the children of approx-
imately 1675 rural and city schools in South Dakota, to about 250 teachers, 
and to more than two hundred students in college classes fbr children's life 
letters which had been received through the mail. Requests were also sent 
to the children of thirty school systems in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, Illinois, and Nebraska for letters 
written spontaneously in life outside the school. Of the letters received, 
1199 were written by fifth-grade children. All of the fifth-grade boys' 
letters numbering 338 were used in this investigation. From the remaining 
861 fifth-grade letters, 410 written by girls ten and eleven years old were 
selected. The total number of fifth-grade life letters used for this study 
was 748. These 748 letters contained approximately one hundred thousand 
running words. 
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B. Sorting of Letters 
The letters were first sorted according to location; that is, those 
written by children in cities, t01ms, and villages were classified as ur-
ban, while all others were designated as rural. Next, the,y were divided 
according to sex; boys' letters were placed in one group, girls' letters 
in another. Age determined the final division of the letters; those 
written by C?hildren ten years of age made up one group, those written by 
children eleven years of age formed another, end the third age division 
included the letters written by children of other ages. 
Table I shows that 104 of these letters ware written by urban boys 
tan years old, sixty by urban boys eleven years old, end fifty-three by 
urban boys of other ages. There were 103 written by city girls tan years 
of age, and one hundred by those eleven years of age. Rural boys ten years 
old wrote fifty-three of these letters, those eleven wrote thirty-four, 
and those of other ages wrote thirty-four. Rural girls ten years of age 
wrote 146, and those eleven wrote sixty-one. In all there ware 748 letter~ 
406 of which were written by rural and city children ten years old, 255 by 
those eleven years old, end eighty-seven by rural and city boys of other 
ages. 
The fifty-three letters written by urban boys aged nine, twelve, and 
thirteen were grouped under the heading of others. The same heading was 
used for the thirty-four letters written by rural boys nine, twelve, and 
' 
thirteen years of age. No fiftp-grade girls' letters were used other then 
those written by girls ten and eleven years of age. 
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Age 
Urban Boys 
Urban Girls 
Rural Boys 
Rural Gir~s 
Total 
TABLE I 
Classification of Fifth-Grade Life Letters 
According to Age, Sex, and Place of 
School Attendance 
10 11 Others 
104 60 53 
103 100 0 
53 34 34 
146 61 0 
406 255 87 
c. Handling of Data 
1. Construction of a Cheek List for Judging Errors 
A temporary form for judging the composition errors in the life 
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Total 
217 
203 
121 
207 
748 
letters of fifth-grade children was constructed. The following were the 
principal sources referred to in the making of this form: 
Courses of Study 
Chicago Course of Study in Composition Grades 4-6 (14) 
McBroom: The Course of Study in Written Composition for the 
Elementary Grades (30) 
New York Course of Study in English (33) 
Philadelphia Course of Stuqy in English (40) 
~----------------------------------. 
Tests and Drills 
Briggs' English Test (5) 
Brueckner-King Language Drills (6) 
Charters' Diagnostic Language Test (13) 
Chicago Practice Test (7) 
Kirby Grammar Test (24) 
Logan-Cleveland-Hoffman English Test (26) 
Pressey Diagnostic Tests in English Composition (41) 
Wilson Language Error Test (56) 
Other Sources 
Charters, Cowan, and Betz: Essential Language Habits (11) 
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Kremer: ! Study _2! Errors ~ 1!!! Letters of Sixth Grade Children (25) 
O'Rourke: ~-Aids ~ ~ Essentials of Grammatical Usage (38) 
Schoch: Grammar Essentials (46) 
Stormzand and 0 'Shea: How ~ English Grammar? ( 49) 
The errors referred to in all these references were listed. Those 
which appeared in most of the sources were then added. On checking this 
list, it was found that there were headings which probably would not be 
needed and these were eliminated. For example, it appeared to be better 
to discard the heading double preposi·tion ~ and to count all such errors 
under unnecessary words. Fifty of the life letters of the fifth-grade 
children taken at random were read and checked by means of this form and 
new error categories added. The check list was thus modified empirically 
to include necessary headings for this investigation. 
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So that the form errors of the letters might be judged and listed, a 
second check list was constructed. For this, Miss McBroom's ~Course 2!., 
StudJ:_ in "Written Composition for ~ Elementary Grades (30) and Kremer's 
-! Study of Errors in the Letters of Sixth Grade Children (25) were con-
sulted, and vari9us courses were read. As was the case in the construction 
of the first check list, the mistakes listed in these sources were in-
eluded. When the fifty letters taken at random were read, other error 
headings were added as seemed necessary. 
The final check lists consisted of eighty-seven composition errors 
listed under nineteen major headings, and thirty-nine letter-form errors 
listed under six major headings. An example of each composition error 
found is given in the composition error check list which followa: 
Check List !2!:, the Classification of Composition Errors 
I. Mistakes in the use of the period 
Omission of terminal period 
Example: The creek was up but it is down again now 
Omission after an abbreviation 
Example: Mr Snyder was out today and helped us. 
Omission after initials 
Example: I am going to the Y C L meeting at Parker. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: I hope you will not break your leg. too. 
II. Mistakes in the use of the comma 
Omission in setting off elements in a series 
Example: We had cake candy cookies and ice-cream. 
Omission in setting off a direct quotation 
Example: "You can go" I said. 
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Omission in setting off a parenthetical idea 
Example: I won't care though unless you tell on me. 
Omission in setting off items in dates and addresses 
(except in letter headings) 
Example: Our Christmas Program is on December 18 1930. 
Omission before coordinating conjunction in compound 
sentence (when necessary) 
Example: It was pretty cold too. but we went anyhow. 
Omission in setting off words of address 
EXample: Say Jack how are you? 
Omission in setting off E• ~· or well, at the 
beginning of a sentence 
Example: Yes I'll be coming to your house at vacation. 
Omission in setting off an appositive 
Example: Henry the boy who moved in your house is my age. 
Omission in setting off a non-restrictive clause 
Example: My old doll which I have had a long time looks 
just as good as new. 
Omission in setting off an introductory adverbial clause 
Example: Since you wrote to Iae I got to answer. 
Omission after introductory words 
Example: In the house there were lots of them. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: You got, a letter and it was in the mailbox. 
III. Mistakes in the use of the interrogation mark 
Omission after a question 
Example: How is the mud up there. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: In school we had to make a booklet of Lincoln? 
IV. Mistakes in the use of the exclamation mark 
Omission after an exclamation 
Example: 0 my I got lots of presents. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: Can you ride horses tool 
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v. Mistakes in the use of the colon 
Omission after expressions introducing a list of items, 
a quotation, or a statement 
Example: These are what I got for Christmas a silk 
dress, handkerchiefs, a pencil box. 
Omission in statement of time 
Example: It was 3.30 when we got to the show. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: I better quit: before I make any mistakes. 
VI. Mistakes in the use of the semicolon 
Omission in separating independent clauses not 
joined by a conjunction 
Example: I like her she is good. 
Omission between members of a series which are 
punctuated by commas 
Example: For dinner we had ice-cream, cake, candy, for 
supper, lots of things. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: I think the play begins; at eight o'clocK. 
VII. Mistakes in the use of quotation marks 
Omission in direct quotation 
Example: My sister said to say hello. 
Omission in titles (except when underlining is used) 
Example: I am going to speak How Tom Sawyer Whitewashed 
the Fence too. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: I had a letter from Alice and "she said things 
were all right there." 
VIII. Mistakes in the use of the apostrophe 
Omission in nouns or pronouns expressing possession 
Example: My teachers name is Miss Stober. 
Omission in contractions 
Example: Id like you to answer my letter. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: The girls' were playing pump-pump-pull-away. 
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IX. Mistakes in the use of' the hyphen 
Omission in compound numerals 
Example: I got twenty f'ive cents saved up. 
Omission in syllabification 
Example: He says it is pretty mud 
dy up there. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: And say we sure-did have fun. 
x. Mistakes in the use of the capital 
Omission in the first word of a sentence 
Example: we are all fine and hope the same of' you. 
Omission in proper name 
Example: Did you see elsie since you got the Valentine? 
Omission in title 
Example: We had to learn "out to old Aunt Mary 1s." 
Omission in direct quotation 
Example: "hello to everybody" my mother says. 
Omission in I or 0 
Example: MaY and-i went to the movies. 
Omission in days of' the week 
Example: On saturday we are going to get Easter dresses. 
Omission in months of' the year 
Example: There are quite a f'aw may £lowers now. 
Omission in initials 
Example: The y.o.l. meeting was big. 
Used unnecessarily 
Example: I Received your letter and was glad. 
XI. Mistakes in the use of nouns 
Wrong £ormation of the plural 
Example: I went to three partys. 
XII. Mistakes in the use of verbs 
Present tense for past tense 
Example: On last Saturday I go with my father to town. 
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Past tense for present tense 
Ex:ample: I wished you were here. 
Confusion of present tense and present progressive 
Example: I send you a Valentine. 
Wrong sequence 
Example: MY father is going to take us but did not. 
Error in auxiliary 
Example: My friend got hurt. 
Confusion of past tense and past participle 
Example: I seen him at school. 
Lack of agreement between verb and subject 
Example: How is they? 
Infinitive needed 
Example: Try and do it if you can. 
XIII. Mistakes in the oase of pronouns 
Personal 
Example: Her and John were here. 
Relative 
Example: He was the one whom won. 
Possessive 
E:xamp 1 e : Who house do you 1i ve in? 
XIV. Other mistakes in the use of pronouns 
Indefinite antecedent 
Example: Do they have parties there? 
Lack of agreement between pronoun and antecedent 
Example: The teacher which we have now is cranky. 
Demonstrative pronoun error 
Example: Them'are the ones I want to see. 
XV. Mistakes in the use of adjectives and adverbs 
Confusion of a and an 
Example: Send-me a answer to this. We had an party. 
Error in demonstrative adjective. 
Example: Send me a few of them names. 
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Adjective used for adverb 
Example: It happened quick. 
Adverb used for adjective 
Example: I have most finished it now. 
Double comparison 
Example: I think she is more prettier than my old one. 
Wrong comparative form 
Example: It was the bigger of all of them. 
Lack of agreement between modifier and word modified 
Example: Everybody of the girls was there. 
XVI. Mistakes in the use of conjunctions and prepositions 
Preposition used for verb 
Example: I would of liked to been there. 
Confusion of preposition and conjunction 
Example: Do not come without I tell you. 
Wrong preposition used 
Example: My mother wants you to send me a pattern to it. 
XVII. Mistakes in paragraphing 
Paragraph division needed 
Unnecessary paragraph division 
XVIII. Mistakes in sentence structure 
Incomplete sentence 
Example: Or maybe four or five. 
Run-on sentence 
Example: We had final examinations and when does your 
school go out our school goes out April the 4 and do 
you have a picnic we have a picnic. 
Redundant or ambiguous sentences 
Example: Our teacher is the crankiest teacher we have. 
I suppose you are waiting for a letter to find how good 
my luck was, she had thirteen and I have seven le.ft. 
Double subject 
Example: Henery he went with me. 
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llisplaced modifier 
Example: The man was killed with glasses. 
XIX. Miscellaneous errors 
Double negative 
Example: My brother isn't not working now. 
Unnecessary abbreviations 
Example: We are going to G.I. tomorrow to look at grave 
stones. 
Mistakes in the use of homonyms 
Example: I one the race and got the prize. 
Words incorrectly used 
Example: I just which you were dovm here so I'd see you. 
Unnecessary repetition 
Example: C~ you go can you? 
Numbers not written out 
Example: I got 25 candy eggs this year. 
Omission of words (except subject or predicate) 
Example: I went bed then. 
Slang 6 vulgarisms 
Example: Well I ain't got anymore to say so will ring off. 
Interpolated laughter 
Example: We are going to have a Chris·tmas party for the 
parents but you come if you can ha ha. 
Unnecessary words 
Example: We didn't get i·t a.ll off either though. 
Incorrect· syllabification 
Example: Vie were at the neighb-
or's house. 
Cbtdk List for the Classification of Letter-Form Errors 
--- ---- -- --------
I. Heading errors 
Incorrect placement 
Incorrect order 
Not on three lines (when necessary) 
Omitted or partially omitted 
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Omitted punctuation between month date and year 
Unnecessary punctuation 
Omitted capitalization 
Unnecessary capitalization 
Crowded 
II. Spacing and Margin errors 
Side margin needed 
Paragraph not indented 
General crowding 
III. Salutation errors 
Incorrect placement 
Inappropriate form 
Omitted capitalization 
Unnecessary capitalization 
Omitted punctuation 
Incorrect punctuation 
Unnecessary punctuation 
IV. Closing errors 
Incorrect placement 
Inappropriate form 
Omitted capitalization 
Unnecessary capitalization 
Incorrect punctuation 
Omitted punctuation 
Unnecessary punctuation 
Omitted 
v. Signature errors 
Incorrect placement 
Not on one line 
Crowded 
Repetition 
Omitted 
Unnecessary punctuation 
Omitted capitalization 
VI. Miscellaneous errors 
Erasures, blots, etc., 
Illegible penmanship 
Lack of consistency in the use of open or closed 
punctuation 
Lack of consistency in the use of block or samiblook form. 
32 
Explanation of Terms 
A few of the terms need explanation. A sentence was tabulated as 
run-on when two or more complete thoughts without a connective or punctua-
--
tion were presented, and when two or more unrelated clauses were joined 
by a connective. 
The heading incomplete sentence was used to designate a group of 
words where a subject or predicate was omitted, where a subordinate clause 
was used as a sentence, and where a prepositional or participial phrase 
was used as a sentence. 
By a redundant sentence was meant one in which there was a repetition 
of an idea. By an ambiguous sentence was meant one in which clearness of 
meaning was lacking. 
Whenever a word or a phrase was repeated without reason it was tab-
ulated as unnecessary repetition. In the count of unnecessary words, the 
double subjects and double negatives were not included as they were listed 
under their separate categories. In checking unnecessary abbreviations, 
all were considered unnecessary except Mr., Mrs., and Dr., since in social 
letters abbreviations other than those are incorrect. 
In checking mistakes in paragraphing an error was indicated whenever 
a division was not made for a new topic. When paragraph divisions were 
indicated by vertical space but not by an indentation, one error was 
counted under the heading paragraph ~ indented. 
If a group of words was correctly punctuated for a complete sentence, 
it was included in the number of sentences. Run-~ and incomplete sen-
tences, therefore, were counted in the total number of sentences. As it 
was impossible to determine accurately the beginning and end of the 
~arious sentence units of the run-on sentences, capitalization and punc-
tuation errors in them were not considered. 
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In letter-form errors, either the comna or colon was judged as correct 
in checking the punctuation after the salutation. In omission of side 
margins, one error was tabulated for each side of the page when the writer 
failed to observe marginal spacing. 
2. Preliminary Experiment 
Before the 748 fifth-grade life letters were read it was desired to 
test the consistency with which the errors could be checked with this form. 
A preliminary experiment was carried out in which fifty letters were read 
and the errors checked. Of these fifty letters, twenty-five were written 
by urban boys eleven years old, and twenty-five by rural girls ten years 
old. Three weeks later these same fifty letters were reread without ref-
erence to the first judgments. As it is impracticable to show tabulations 
for fifty letters in this thesis the results of the two readings of only 
three letters are presented for illustration. Table II shows the mistakes 
checked in both readings of these three letters. There was no discrepancy 
in the two tabulations of the errors of each of thirty-three letters. 
The results of the tv1o readings were the same, that is, twenty-nine errors 
were found in each judgment. The judgments in each of fifteen of the 
letters differed in only one of from thirteen to thirty-nine items. 
For example, in reading letter number five, twenty-three mistakes were 
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checked in the first reading and twenty-four in the second. The judgments 
of the two remaining letters differed in two of eighteen and twenty-three 
it~£. Letter number thirty-three illustrates this lack of agreement; 
twenty-six mistakes were checked in the first reading and twenty-eight in 
the second. The results of these two tabulations indicated that the errors 
could be checked quite consistently with this form. 
TABLE II 
Mistakes Checked in the Two Readings 
of Three Representative Letters 
Letter Number 5 
Number of Sentences: 16 
1 Discrepancy Reading: First 
Omission of terminal period 2 
Omission of comma setting off quotation 2 
Omission of quotation marks in a direct quotation 2 
Omission of hyphen in syllabification 1 
Capital used unnecessarily 1 
Wrong preposition used 0 
Incomplete sentence 1 
Number not written out 3 
Unnecessary abbreviation 1 
Word incorrectly used 1 
Omission of comma between city and state 1 
Omission of comma between month date and year 1 
Incorrect placement of salutation 1 
Omission of punctuation in salutation 1 
Second 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
r TABLE II (continued) 
Number of Sentences :16 
1 Discrepancy 
Side margin needed 
Unnecessary capital in close 
Letter Number 5 
Omission of punctuation in close 
Eras'fltea, blots 
Total 
Reading: First 
2 
1 
1 
1 
23 
35 
Second 
2 
1 
1 
1 
24 
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TABLE II (continued) 
Number of Sentences: 25 
2 Discrepancies 
Omission of terminal period 
Omission of comma in series 
Letter Number 33 
Omission of comma in compound sentence 
Omission of comma after well 
Omission of interrogation mark 
Omission of apostrophe in possession 
Omission of capital at beginning of sentence 
Capital used unnecessarily 
Adjective used for adverb 
Incomplete sentence 
Omission of comma between city and state 
Side margin needed 
Omission of capital in close 
Omission of punctuation in close 
Unnecessary capital in close 
Incorrect placement of close 
Erasures, blots 
Total 
Reading: First Second 
1 1 
4 4 
2 2 
1 1 
2 2 
1 1 
2 2 
0 1 
4 4 
3 3 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
0 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
26 28 
TABLE II (continued) 
Number of Sentences: 13 
0 Discrepancy 
Omission of terminal period 
Letter Number 48 
Omission of comma in compound sentence 
Omission of comma after introductory words 
Omission of comma after adverbial clause 
Omission of comma setting off a quotation 
Omission of quotation marks in direct quotation 
Omission of capital in proper name 
Run-on sentence 
Unnecessary word· 
Omission of comma between month date and year 
Omission of punctuation in salutation 
Side margin needed 
Omission of punctuation in close 
Unnecessary capital in close 
Incorrect placement of close 
Illegible writing 
Total 
Reading: 
37 
First Second 
1 1 
4 4 
5 5 
1 1 
3 3 
4 4 
1 1 
1 1 
2 2 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
29 29 
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3. Reading of Letters 
In reading the first letters it was found that a grea.t deal of time 
was spent in the tabulation of errors. It seemed necessary to attempt to 
construct a device or method for tabulation, because of confusion in man-
ipulating the papers and because of eyestrain in attempting to check so 
many errors on a flat top table. Therefore, a tabulation board two feet by 
three feet was constructed. This board was so made that it could be ad-
justed on a table at an angle which was comfortable for the reader. Six 
pages, eight and one half by eleven inches, on which the error list was 
arranged in logical order, were fastened with thumb tacks to this board. 
Three extra pages for the notation of the word usage errors were also 
added. By means of this board eyestrain was eliminated, fatigue was dim-
inished greatly, and considerable time was saved. 
As a letter was read, the number and kinds of errors in it were 
recorded. In word usage the exact error itself was noted. All mistakes 
in contractions, in the formation of noun plurals, in the case and use of 
pronouns, in the use of verbs, conjunctions, prepositions, adjectives and 
adverbs, as well as double subjects, double negatives, misplaced modifiers, 
and homonyms were listed. Slang and vulgarisms were also recorded. 
The letters in each category were read and checked separately. For 
example, the letters of the ten year old rural boys were read and the 
errors noted on the error sheets. rVhen the reading of this group of let-
ters was completed, the error lists were removed from the tabulation board 
and another set of sheets put in its place for the next category. In 
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following this procedure# it was found that eight to ten letters could be 
read and checked in an hour. 
In judging the errors in capitalization, grammar. and punctuation the 
authorities used were: Minimum Essentials of Correct Writing by Carpenter. 
Carver. Maulsby. and Knott (a); Sentence~ Theme by Ward (55); Style Book 
!.2!.- Writers and Editors by Mawson (29); and~ Handbook of Composition by 
Woolley (59). These same authorities were consulted in the judging of 
letter-form errors and in the preliminary experiment. 
CHAPrER IV 
FINDINGS 
The results o£ this study o£ errors £ound in the li£e letters o£ £ifth 
-grade children are presented in three divisions: A. Composition Errors; 
B. Letter-Form Errors; c. Speci£ic Errors. 
A. Composition Errors 
The discussion of the composition errors is presented in £our sec-
tions: 1. Composition Errors o£ Rural Children; 2. Composition Errors of 
Urban Children; 3. Comparison o£ the Composition Errors Made by Rural and 
Urban Children; and 4. Summary. 
1. Composition Errors of Rural Children 
In 328 letters including over forty-£our thousand running words rural 
children made seventy-nine types of mistakes. Some o£ these errors were of 
frequent occurrence, others appeared less often. Table III presents the 
number and types of composition errors made by rural children. Rural boys 
ten years old omitted the terminal period ninety-£our times and omitted the 
period after an abbreviation once in £ifty-three letters; rural boys eleven 
years old omitted the terminal period thirty-nine times, omitted the period 
a£ter an abbreviation three times, and used it unnecessarily once in 
thirty-£our letters; rural boys o£ other ages omitted the terminal period 
thirty-one times, omitted the period a£ter an abbreviation once, omitted it 
40 
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TABLE III 
Composition Errors in 328 Lite Letters ot Rural Children 
--
Rural Boys Rural Gir 1s 
Number of Letters: Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Approximate Number of 53 34 34 121 146 61 207 
Running Words in Thousands: 6 4 4 14 22 9 31 
- - - - - - -
Period: 
Omission of Terminal period 94 39 31 164 105 36 141 
Omission after abbreviation 1 3 1 5 5 4 9 
Omission after initials 0 0 2 2 3 3 6 
Used unnecessarily 0 1 1 2 6 0 6 
Total 95 43 35 173 119 43 162 
Comma: 
Omission setting ott 
elements in a series 13 12 0 25 79 13 92 
Omission setting ott 
direct quotation 13 3 3 19 25 10 35 
Omission setting ott 
parenthetical idea 3 2 0 5 1 4 5 
Omission setting ott items 
in dates and addresses 1 4 0 5 8 7 15 
Omission before conjunction 
in compound sentence 32 22 29 83 98 39 137 
Omission setting oft 
words of address 4 0 3 7 18 3 21 
Omission setting ott Z!!• 
,!!£1 or well 18 14 14 4ts 63 28 91 
Omission setting ott 
an appositive 11 0 0 11 22 7 29 
Omission setting ott a 
non-restrictive clause 4 0 2 12 4 11 15 
.... 
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TABLE III (continued) 
·- Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Comma continued: 
Omission after an 
adverbial clause 3 4 2 9 19 2 21 
Omission after introductory words 23 7 1 31 3o 12 48 
Used unnecessarily 3 0 0 3 2 0 2 
Total 128 74 54 256 375 136 511 
Interrogation Mark: 
Omission after question 38 42 32 112 112 48 loO 
Used unnecessarily 2 1 1 4 0 0 0 
Total 40 43 33 llti 112 48 loO 
Exclamation Mark: 
Omission after exclamation 4 1 0 5 3 2 5 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 4 1 0 5 3 2 5 
Colon: 
OmissiQn after expressions 
introducing a list, a state-
ment, or quotation 2 0 0 2 5 0 5 
Omission in statamant of time 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 1 0 l 
Total 2 0 0 2 7 0 7 
Semicolon: 
Omission in compound sentence 1 0 0 1 15 11 26 
I"'" 
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TABLE III (continued) 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Semicolon continued: 
Omission in series 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Total 1 0 0 1 18 11 29 
Quotation Marks: 
Omission in direct quotation 13 4 4 2I 43 23 66 
Omission in titles 7 7 3 17 24 10 34 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 '0 0 7 0 7 
Total 20 11 7 38 74 33 107 
Apostrophe: 
Omission in expressing 
possession 34 13 7 54 61 17 78 
Omission in contraction 21 10 12 43 58 24 82 
Used unnecessarily 0 1 1 2 9 6 15 
Total 55 24 20 99 128 47 175 
Hyphen: 
Omission in compound numeral 0 0 0 0 5 0 5 
Omission in syllabification 3 0 1 4 7 4 11 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Total 3 0 1 4 12 6 18 
Capital: 
Omission in first word of 
sentence 59 53 32 144 76 25 101 
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TABLE III (continued) 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Omission in proper name 18 19 9 46 31 12 43 
Omission in titles 1 2 5 a 10 5 15 
Omission in direct quotation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Omission in I or 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 
- -
Omission in days of the week 8 8 1 17 7 3 10 
Omission in months of the year 0 1 2 3 3 2 5 
Omission in initials 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Used unnecessarily 27 14 13 54 44 14 58 
Total 115 97 63 275 171 62 233 
Verb: 
Present tense for past tense 2 2 4 8 7 3 10 
Past tense for present tense 1 3 3 7 8 3 11 
Confusion of present tense 
and present progressive 0 3 0 3 2 1 3 
Wrong sequence 3 2 3 8 3 1 4 
Error in auxiliary 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Confusion of past tense 
and past participle 3 3 1 7 9 5 14 
Lack of agreement between 
verb and subject 18 10 12 40 32 11 43 
Infinitive needed 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 29 23 23 75 61 24 85 
Noun: 
Wrong formation of plural 3 1 1 5 0 2 2 
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TABLE III (continued) 
1- Rural Boys Rural Girls· 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Noun continued: 
Total 3 1 l 5 0 2 2 
Pronoun: 
.Mistake in case of personal 
pronoun 0 2 0 2 5 2 7 
Mistake in case of relative 
pronoun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mistake in case of possessive 
pronoun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indefinite antecedent 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Lack of agreement between 
pronoun and antecedent 2 3 1 6 2 0 2 
Error in use of demonstrative 
pronoun 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Total 2 7 '1 10 7 2 9 
Adjective and Adverb: 
Confusion of a and an 2 0 1 3 4 0 4 
- -
Error in use of demonstrative 
adjective 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
Adjective for adverb 23 10 16 49 113 50 163 
Adverb for adjective 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Double comparison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wrong comparative form 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lack of agreement between 
modifier and word modified 6 4 1 11 5 6 11 
Total 31 14 18 63 126 56 182 
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TABLE III (continued) 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
Conjunction and Preposition: 
Preposition used for verb 1 2 0 3 2 2 4 
Confusion of preposition 
and conjunction 2 0 1 3 2 1 3 
Wrong preposition used 6 4 2 12 14 2 16 
Total 9 6 3 18 18 5 23 
Paragraphing: 
Paragraph division needed 51 50 16 147 142 31 173 
Unnecessary paragraph division 6 4 6 16 7 2 9 
Total 57 54 52 163 149 33 182 
Sentence Structure: 
Incomplete sentence 42 12 13 67 82 61 143 
Run-on sentence 52 53 40 145 101 66 167 
Redundant or ambiguous sentence 17 10 3 30 30 11 41 
Double subject 1 1 0 2 1 0 1 
Misplaced modifier 3 2 1 6 0 0 0 
Total 115 78 57 250 214 138 352 
Miscellaneous Errors: 
Double negative 2 1 0 3 11 6 17 
Unnecessary abbreviation 14 4 9 27 52 26 78 
. 
Homonym error 23 24 11 58 55 25 80 
Words incorrectly used 34 18 17 69 41 17 58 
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TABLE III (continued) 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
unnecessary repetition 11 2 8 21 6 1 7 
Number not written out 56 39 18 113 130 74 204 
Omission of words 28 13 4 45 53 8 61 
Slang and vulgarisms 8 4 6 18 43 15 58 
Interpolated laughter 4 7 4 15 8 9 17 
Unnecessary words 31 12 10 53 29 6 35 
Incorrect syllabification 3 0 0 3 11 2 13 
Total 214 124 87 425 439 189 628 
after an initial twioe 6 and used it unnecessarily once in thirty-four 
letters. Rural girls ten years of age neglected to use the terminal period 
105 times 6 omitted the period after an abbreviation five times~ lett it out 
after an initial three times, and used it unnecessarily six times in 146 
letters; rural girls eleven years of age failed to use the terminal period 
thirty-six times, omitted it after an abbreviation four times, and left it 
out after an initial three times in sixty-one letters. 
A comparison of the number of mistakes in the use of the period shows 
that the rural boys made 173 mistakes in 121 letters, while the rural girls 
made 162 mistakes in 207 letters. The rural boys made approximately 1.43 
mistakes per letter; the rural girls 0.78 per letter. As the girls' 
l 
letters were longer than the boys' letters 6 this difference was even more 
significant than the figures indicated. Rural boys made 173 period mistakes 
48 
in writing less than fourteen thousand running words. while the rural girls 
made 162 mistakes of the same type in a little less than thirty-one thou-
sand running words. The data also show that both rural boys and girls ten 
years of age made proportionately more errors than the rural boys and girls 
of other ages in the use of the period. 
other types of composition errors made by rural children may be noted 
by the reader. Only a few interesting facts will be pointed out here. 
There were 256 comma mistakes in boys' letters and 511 comma mistakes in 
girls' letters. Girls made a larger number of mistakes per letter than boys 
and almost as many errors in proportion to the number of running words. 
Boys made 116 errors in the use of the question mark, girls 160, principally 
omissions. Errors in the use and the omission of capitals were frequent, 
more than five hundred such mistakes being checked in these letters. It 
was in the misuse of adjectives and adverbs that girls made a far greater 
number of mistakes than boys; most of these mistakes were oases of adject-
ives used in place of adverbs. There were 345 errors in paragraphing, 
caused chiefly by neglect of paragraph divisions. In sentence structure 
errors, of which there were 602, the boys made more mistakes than the girls 
per letter, although the girls' letters contained more run-on sentences than 
those of the boys. More than one thousand miscellaneous errors were checke~ 
The boys averaged more of that type of error than girls, although the girls 
used more unnecessary abbreviations and slang proportionately than the boys. 
2. Composition Errors o~ Urban Children 
In 420 letters containing over fifty-five thousand running words urban 
children made eighty-two types of mistakes. The number and kinds of compo-
~~-----------------------------------------------------------4-9-. 
sition errors made by urban children are presented in Table IV. Urban boys 
ten years old omitted the terminal period sixty-six times, neglected to use 
the period after an abbreviation three times, after an initial three times, 
and used the period unnecessarily seven times in 104 letters; urban boys 
eleven years old failed to use the terminal period forty-nine times, om-
itted the period after an abbreviation six times, after an initial four ti~ 
and used it unnecessarily twice in sixty letters; urban boys of other ages 
omitted the terminal period twenty-five times, and neglected to use the 
period after an abbreviation four times in fifty-three letters. Urban girls 
ten years of age failed to use the terminal period seventy-one times, 
omitted the period after an abbreviation three times, and used it unnecessa-
rily five times in 103 letters; urban girls eleven years of age neglected 
to use the terminal period forty-five times, omitted the period after an 
abbreviation once, and used it unnecessarily twice in one hundred letters. 
A comparison of the frequency of mistakes in the use of the period 
shows that urban boys made 169 mistakes in 217 letters, while urban girls 
made 127 mistakes in 203 letters. The urban boys made approximately 0.78 
mistakes per letter; the urban girls 0.63 per letter. As in the case of 
the rural children, the girls' letters were longer than the boys' letters. 
Thus the difference in favor of the girls was more significant than the 
figures showed. The following figures give a more accurate comparison; 
the urban boys made 169 period mistakes in writing less than t\venty-five 
thousand running words, while the urban girls made 127 period mistakes in 
writing approximately thirty thousand running words. 
- 50 
TABLE IV 
Composition Errors in 420 Life Letters of Urban Children 
- Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 oths T 10 11 T 
Number of Letters: 104 60 53 217 103 100 203 
Approximate Number of Running 
Words in Thousands: 12 7 6 25 15 15 30 
- - - - - - -
Period: 
Omission of terminal period 66 49 25 140 71 45 116 
Omission after abbreviation 3 6 4 13 3 1 4 
Omission after initials 3 4 0 7 0 0 0 
Used unnecessarily 7 2 0 9 5 2 7 
Total 79 61 29 169 79 48 127 
Connna: 
Omission setting off elements in 
a series 23 25 24 72 51 40 91 
Omission setting off direct quotation 17 10 1 28 20 37 57 
Omission setting off parenthetical idea 2 0 0 2 7 7 14 
Omission setting off items in dates 
and addresses 8 4 3 15 7 9 16 
Omission before conjunction in 
compound sentence 63 60 41 164 85 71 156 
Omission setting off words of address 6 1 0 7 4 11 15 
Omission setting off .E• E£1 or ~ 21 24 5 50 25 25 50 
Omission setting off an appositive 12 4 3 19 16 28 44 
Omission setting off a non-restrictive 
clause 2 0 1 3 1:1 10 21 
Omission after an adverbial clause 1 2 2 5 18 7 25 
l: 
~· 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
Comma continued: 
Omission after introductory words 27 18 12 57 38 15 53 
Used unnecessarily 0 1 1 2 7 0 7 
Total 182 149 93 424 289 260 549 
Interrogation Mark: 
Omission after question 52 41 34 127 41 56 97 
Used unnecessarily 2 0 0 2 1 2 3 
Total 54 41 34 129 42 58 100 
Exclamation Mark: 
Omission'after exclamation 2 7 2 11 11 5 16 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Total 2 7 2 11 12 5 17 
Colon: 
Omissi on after expressions intra-
ducing a list, statement, or 
quotation 1 1 3 5 10 6 16 
Omission in statement of time 1 2 1 4 1 3 4 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total 2 3 4 9 11 10 21 
Semicolon: 
Omission in compound sentence 15 1 0 16 10 14 24 
Omission in series 2 0 0 2 2 1 3 
Used unnecessarily 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
L 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
Semicolon: 
Total 17 l 0 18 13 15 28 
Quotation Marks: 
Omission in direct quotation 27 15 2 44 24 65 89 
Omission in titles 28 0 2 30 ll 8 19 
Used unnecessarily 4 2 0 6 4 4 8 
Total 59 17 4 80 39 77 116 
Apostrophe: 
Omission in expressing possession 23 24 18 65 34 32 66 
Omission in contraction 50 40 14 104 22 31 53 
Used unnecessarily 5 2 0 7 8 6 14 
Total 78 66 32 176 64 69 133 
Hyphen: 
Omission in compound numeral 0 0 0 0 3 2 5 
Omission in syllabification 0 5 3 8 3 3 6 
Used unnecessarily l l 0 2 4 1 5 
Total 1 6 3 10 11!) 6 16 
Capital: 
Omission in first word of sentence 36 49 33 118 67 55 122 
Omission in proper name 24 44 14 82 23 10 33 
Omission in titles 5 0 4 9 3 5 8 
Omission in direct quotation l 0 0 1 0 0 0 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
1- Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
- Capital continued: 
Qmission in l or ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Omission in days of the week 12 9 1 22 5 5 10 
Omission in months of the year 3 1 0 4 0 5 5 
Omission in initials 0 0 2 2 1 0 1 
Used unnecessarily 37 24 9 70 29 34 63 
Total 118 127 69 314 128 114 242 
Verb: 
Present tense for past tense 6 7 2 15 10 2 12 
I 
Past tense for present tense 2 1 2 5 5 4 9 
Confusion of present tense and 
present progressive 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 
Wrong sequence 0 3 0 3 5 3 8 
Error in auxiliary 1 2 0 3 3 1 4 
Confusion of past tense and past 
participle 3 7 1 11 10 8 18 
Lack of agreement between 
verb and subj eot 19 15 8 42 15 16 31 
Infinitive needed 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Total 31 36 13 80 51 37 88 
Noun: 
Wrong formation of plural 1 3 0 4 2 0 3 
Total 1 3 0 4 2 0 2 
,..-
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TABLE IV {continued) 
1-
Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
1-
Pronoun: 
Mistake in case of a personal 
pronoun 0 3 1 4 7 8 15 
Mistake in case of a rela~ive 
pronoun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Mistake in case of possessive 
pronoun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indefinite antecedent 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 
Lack of agreement between pro-
noun and antecedent 5 4 2 11 0 0 0 
Error in use of dem.onstrati ve 
pronoun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 6 7 3 16 8 8 16 
Adjective and Adverb: 
Confusion of a and an 4 3 1 8 1 2 3 
Error in use of demonstrative 
adjective 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Adj ecti ve for adverb 17 19 14 50 38 34 72 
Adverb for adjective 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Double comparison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wrong comparative form 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Lack of agreement between 
modifier and word modified 0 3 5 8 3 3 6 
Total 22 26 20 68 42 39 81 
r~ 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Conjunction and Preposition: 
Preposition used for verb 4 0 0 4 2 5 7 
Confusion of preposition e.nd conjunction 0 1 1 2 2 0 2 
~ong preposition used 7 8 2 17 11 6 17 
'~'ota1 11 9 3 23 15 11 26 
Paragraphing: 
Paragraph division needed 78 109 39 226 90 72 162 
Unnecessary paragraph division 4 3 0 7 10 6 16 
~ota1 82 112 39 233 100 78 178 
Sentence Structure: 
~ncomp1ete sentence 31 30 21 82 62 21 83 
~un-on sentence 70 73 24 167 43 54 97 
Redundant or ambiguous sentence 15 9 4 28 25 24 49 
Double subject 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 
~ispl~ced modifier 1 1 0 2 3 0 3 
"'otal 117 113 49 279 136 99 235 
Miscellaneous Errors: 
Double negative 2 3 0 5 3 4 7 
Unnecessary abbreviation 21 28 6 55 37 47 84 
Homonym error 44 23 12 79 26 33 59 
Word incorrectly used 23 34 16 73 30 19 49 
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TABLE IV (continued) 
--~==================~~=============·===·=====-====~===== Urban Girls Urban Boys 
Age: 10 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
-------- -----·-··-------------·---·-----·----
}~scellaneous Errors continued: 
Unnecessary repetition 5 7 5 17 5 5 10 
Number not written out 72 70 33 175 78 52 130 
Omission of word 17 23 11 51 41 16 57 
Slang and vulgarisms 38 20 7 65 13 20 33 
Interpolated laughter 6 6 5 17 5 1 (j 
Unnecessary word 23 14 10 47 44 15 59 
Incorrect syllabification 2 1 0 3 6 9 15 
Total 253 229 105 587 288 221 509 
In this connection, as was the case with rural children, the comma 
was the most frequent source of error. Nearly one thousand mists kes were 
made in its use. Girls made not only a greater number of mistakes per 
letter but also more mistakes in proportion to the number of running words 
than the boys. Although most of these mistakes were errors of omission, 
in errors of commission girls were also more at fault than boys. The 
interrogation mark, the apostrophe, the hyphen, the capital, the adjective, 
and the adverb were frequently misused. There were 411 errors in paragrap~ 
ing, and as in the case of rural children these were caused chiefly by the 
neglect of paragraph divisions. The boys had a slightly higher average 
number of sentence structure errors per letter. The boys' letters con-
tained proportionately more run-on sentences while those of the girls con-
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tained more redundant and ambiguous sentences. There were over one thou-
sand miscellaneous errors checked in the letters of the urban children; 
boys' letters as was ·bhe case in the rural letters averaged more errors 
than those of the girls. The girls, however, used more unnecessary abbre-
viations than the boys, but used less slang proportionately. 
3. Comparison of Composition Errors Made 
by Rural and Urban Children 
Table V shows the frequency of composition errors made by rural and 
urban boys and girls. Rural boys made 694 punctuation errors while rural 
girls made 1174 punctuation errors in 121 and 207 letters respectively. 
Urban boys made 1026 punctuation errors in 217 letters, while urban girls 
made 1107 mistakes of the same type in 203 letters. The rural boys made 
approximately 5.73 punctuation errors per letter; the rural girls approx-
imately 5.67 per letter. The urban boys made approximately 4.72 punctua-
tion errors per letter; the urban girls approAimately 5.45 per letter. A 
comparison of the frequency of punctuation errors shows that the rural 
children made approximately 5.70 errors per letter, while the urban child-
ren made approximately 5.08 errors per letter. From this table the fre-
quency in the other major types of composition errors may be noted. 
The data show that in all types of composition errors except those 
relating to pronouns urban children averaged fewer mistakes per letter than 
rural children. In the errors made in the use of the capital, the verb, 
and the pronoun, the rural girls averaged fewer mistakes per let·ber than the 
urban girls. In the errors made in the use of the noun, and also in para-
graph mistakes, rural and urban girls averaged the same number of errors 
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per letter. 
TABLE V 
The Frequency of Composition Errors in 
Letterw of Rural and Urban Children 
Rural Urban 
Bols Girls Total Bols Girls Total T 
Number of 'Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 748 
Punctuation errors No. 694 1174 1868 1026 1107 2133 4001 
Av.5.73 5.67 5.70 4.72 5.45 5.08 5.34 
Miscellaneous errors No. 425 628 1053 587 509 1096 2149 
Av.3.51 3.03 3.21 2.70 2.50 2.60 2.86 
Sentence structure 
errors No. 250 352 602 279 235 514 lllo 
Av.2.00 1.70 1.80 1.20 1.10 1.20 1.49 
Capital errors No. 275 233 508 314 242 556 1064 
Av.2.27 1.12 1.54 1.44 1.14 1.29 1.42 
Paragraphing errors No. 163 182 345 233 178 411 756 
Av.l.30 0.97 1.05 1.06 0.87 0.97 1.01 
Adjective and adverb 
errors No. 63 182 245 68 81 149 394 
Av.0.52 0.87 0.74 0.31 0.40 0.35 0.52 
Verb errors No. 75 85 160 80 88 168 328 
Av.0.61 0.41 0.48 o;s2 0.4:3 0.40 0.43 
Conjunction and No. 18 23 41 23 26 49 90 
preposition errors Av.O.l4 0.11 0.12 o.1o 0.12 o.n 0.12 
Pronoun errors No. 10 9 19 16 16 32 51 
Av.0.08 o.o4 o.os 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.06 
Noun errors No. 5 2 7 4 2 6 13 
Av.o.04 .009 .01 0.01 .009 .o1 o.o1 
Total No.l978 2870 4848 2630 2484 5114 9962 
Av 13.81 14.78 12.12 12.23 12.17 13.32 
16.34 
Legend: 
Av. = Average number of mistakes per letter 
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~hen all types of composition errors are considered, the data show 
that rural boys made 16.34 errors per letter; rural girls 13.81 per letter. 
Rural boys and girls together averaged 14.78 errors per letter. Urban boys 
made 12.12 errors per letter; urban girls 12.23 per letter. Together, the 
urban boys and girls averaged 12.17 errors per letter. The average number 
of composition mistakes per letter for the entire study was 13.32. When 
the number of running words written by each group is taken into considera-
tion, it is found that the urban children made proportionately fewer com-
position errors than the rural children. 
Table VI shows the rRnk and frequency of the various punctuation 
errors of which mistakes in the use of the cOIDID.a and period made up 
approximately fifty-nine per cent of the total. Mistakes in the use of 
the apostrophe, the interrogation mark, and quotation marks, ranked next 
in order of frequency. 
Miscellaneous errors listed in Table VII number 2149. Of these, 
numbers not written out made up approximately twenty-nine per cent of the 
total. Homonym errors, words incorrectly used, and unnecessary abbrevia-
tions followed in order of frequency. 
The sentence structure errors are indicated in Table VIII. The run 
-on, incomplete, redundant, and ambiguous sentences made up approximately 
ninety-eight per cent of all mistakes in this category. 
r~ 
,, 
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r TABLE VI 
Rank and Frequency of the Various Punctuation Errors 
Rural Urban Percentage 
Boys Girls T Boys Girls T Total of all 
'Nuiiiber of letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 748 
Errors in the use of: 
Comma 256 511 767 424 549 973 1740 43.4 
Period 173 162 335 169 127 296 631 15.8 
Apostrophe 99 175 274 176 133 309 583 14.6 
Interrogation mark 116 160 276 129 100 229 505 12.6 
Quotation marks 38 107 145 80 116 196 341 8.5 
Semicolon 1 29 30 18 28 46 76 1.9 
Hyphen 4 18 22 10 16 26 48 1.2 
Colon 2 7 9 9 21 30 39 1.0 
Exclamation mark 5 5 10 11 17 28 38 1.0 
Total 694 1174 1868 1026 1107 2133 4001 100.0 
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TABLE VII 
Rank and Frequency of the Miscellaneous Errors 
Rural Urban Percentage 
Bo~s Girls T Bo~s Girls T Total of all 
Number of letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 748 
Numbers not written 
out 113 204 317 175 130 305 622 29.0 
Homonym errors 58 so 138 79 59 138 276 12.8 
Words incorrectly 
used 69 58 127 73 49 122 249 11.6 
Unnecessary 
abbreviations 27 78 105 55 84 139 244 11.4 
Omission of words 45 61 106 51 57 108 214 10.0 
Unnecessary words 53 35 88 47 59 106 194 9.0 
Slang and vulgarisms 18 58 76 65 33 98 174 8.1 
Unnecessary repetition 21 7 28 17 10 27 55 2.5 
Interpolated laughter 15 17 32 17 0 23 55 2.5 
Incorrect 
syllabification 3 13 lo 3 15 18 34 1.6 
Double negative 3 17 20 5 7 12 32 1.5 
Total 425 628 1053 587 509 1096 2149 100.0 
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TABLE VIII 
Rank and Frequency of Sentence Structure Errors 
Rural Urban Percentage 
Boys Girls T Boys Girls T T of all 
Number of letter',&: 121 207 328 217 203 420 748 
Run-on sentences 145 167 312 167. 97 264 576 51.6 
Incomplete 
sentences 67 143 210 82 83 165 375 33.6 
Redundant and 
8lllbiguous sentences 30 41 71 28 49 77 148 13.3 
Misplaced modifier 6 0 6 2 3 5 11 1.0 
Double subject 2 1 3 0 3 3 6 .5 
Total 250 352 602 279 235 514 lllti 100.0 
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4. Summary 
The total number of fifth-grade life letters used in this study was 
748. The boys' letters averaged 115 words, the girls' letters averaged 
149 words. The estimated number1of running words written by rural children 
was 44,758 of which boys wrote 13,915 and girls 30,843, In the letters 
iiT~tten by urban children, the estimated number of running words was 55,202 
of which 24,955 were written by boys and 30,247 by girls, Altogether 
approximately one hundred thousand runl'ling words vrere contained in the 748 
letters. The total nUI!lber of composition errors n:.ade was 9962, an average 
of 13,32 per letter. 
Table IX shows the rank and percentage of composition errors e.ccording 
to frequency. Punctuation mistakes ranked first, making up 40,1 per cent 
of all of the composition errors, vnth mistakes in the use of the comma and 
period leading in frequency. Miscellaneous errors ranked second in fre-
quency, composing 21,5 per cent of s.ll composition errors. In this cate-
gory, numbers not written out, homonym errors, and words incorrectly used 
were most frequent. Mistakes in sentence structure ranked third in number, 
11,2 per cent of all, and were almost entirely run-on, incomplete, redund-
ant, and ambiguous sentences. Errors in the use of the capital ranked 
fourth in frequency, making up 10.7 per cent of all composition errors, iti~ 
the omission in the first word of a sentence and in proper names leading 
in number. Fifth in frequency of_ appearal'lce came paragraph errors which mad 
1, One hundred boys' letters and one hundred girls' letters were taken 
at random. The words were counted and averaged. The boys' letters 
averaged 115 words; the girls 149 words. These averages were used in 
computing the ac·OVe figures • 
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TABLE IX 
Rank~ Frequency, and Percentage of Composition 
Errors for 748 Fifth-Grade Letters 
Rank Error Frequency Percentage 
of a.ll 
I Punctuation Errors 4001 40.1 
1. Comma 1740 17.5 
2. Period 631 6.3 
3. Apostrophe 583 5.9 
4. Interrogation Mark 505 5.0 
5. Quotation Marks 341 3.3 
6. Semicolon 76 .8 
7. Hyphen 48 .5 
8. Colon 39 .4 
9. Exclamation l!...ark 38 .4 
II Miscellaneous Errors 2149 21.5 
1. Numbers not written out 622 6.2 
2. Homonym errors 276 2.8 
3. Words incorrectly used 249 2.5 
4. Unnecessary abbreviations 244 2.4 
5. Omission of words 214 2~1 
6. Unnecessar~.' words 194 1.9 
7. Slang~ vulgarisms 174 1.8 
a. Interpolated laughter 55 .6 
TABLE IX (continued) 
Rank Error 
II (continued) 
9. Unnecessary repetitions 
10. Incorrect syllabification 
11. Double negative 
III Sentence Structure Errors 
1. Run-on sentence 
2. Incomplete sentence 
3. Redundant or ambiguous sentence 
4. Misplaced modifier 
5. Double subject 
IV Capital Errors 
V Paragraphing Errors 
VI Adjective and Adverb Errors 
VII Verb Errors 
VIII Conjunction and Preposition Errors 
IX Pronoun Errors 
X Noun Errors 
Frequency 
55 
34 
32 
1116 
576 
375 
148 
11 
6 
1064 
756 
394 
328 
90 
51 
13 
65 
Percentage 
of all 
.6 
.3 
11.2 
5.8 
1.5 
.1 
.06 
10.7 
7.6 
4.0 
1.0 
.5 
.1 
up 7.6 per cent of all composition errors. Mistakes in the use of the 
adjective and adverb comprised four per cent of the composition errors and 
ranked sixth in frequency. The omission of 'ly' was responsible for prac-
tically all errors in this cate~ory. Verb errors ranked seventh, 3.3 per 
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cent of all, with the lack of agreement between verb and subject first in 
frequency. Conjunction and preposition erro rs which made up one per cent 
of all composition errors ranked eighth in fre~uency. Pronoun and noun er~ 
ors were faw. They ranked ninth and tenth and made up 0.5 per cent and 
o.l per cent of all composition errors respectively. 
Rural children made more errors proportionately than urban children. 
Table X shows the average number of composition errors per letter for ten 
categories. The table is read as follows: rural boys ten years old made 
17.4 composition errors, those eleven years old made 17.6 errors, and those 
of other ages investigated made 13.3 errors per letter. Rural girls ten 
years of age averaged 13.9 errors, those eleven years of age averaged 13.7 
errors per letter. Urban boys ten years old made 10.7 composition errors, 
those eleven years old made 16•8 errors, and those of other ages made 9.4 
errors per letter. Urban girls ten years of age averaged 12.9 errors per 
letter, those eleven years of age made 11.5 errors per letter. 
The reader may be interested in the various comparisons of different 
types of errors in the ten categories. A careful reading will disclose the 
fact that various types of composition errors were found more frequently 
in some categories than in others. For example, rural boys ten years old 
made 6.5 punctuation errors per letter, the largest number made in any cat~ 
gory. Again, rural boys eleven years of age made 2.3 sentence structure 
errors per letter, the greatest number made in any group. Also in the use 
of capitals, rural boys eleven years old were again the greatest offenders 
making 2.8 errors per letter. In paragraphing, urban boys eleven years old 
made the greatest number of errors, 1.8 per letter. In general, the boys 
r 
were more frequently in error than the girls, and rural children more fre-
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quently than city children. 
TABLE X 
Average Number of' Composition Errors 
per Letter in Ten Categories 
Rural Boys Rural Girls Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth 10 11 10 11 oth 10 11 
1. 17.4 17.6 13.3 13.9 13.7 10.7 16.8 9.4 12.9 11.5 
2. 6.5 5.7 4.4 5.8 5.3 4.5 5.8 3.8 5.4 5.5 
3. 4.0 3.6 2.5 3.0 3.0 2.4 3.8 2.0 2.8 2.2 
4. 2.1 2.3 1.7 1.4 2.2 1.1 1.9 0.9 1.3 1.0 
5. 2.1 2.8 1.8 1.1 1.0 1.1 2.1 1.3 1.2 1.1 
6. 1.0 1.6 1.5 1.0 0.5 0.8 1.8 0.7 0.9 0.8. 
7. o.s 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.9 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 
8. 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 o.o 0.2 0.5 0.4 
9. 0.1 0.2 0.09 o.1 0.08 0.1 0.1 0.06 0.1 0.1 
10. 0.03 0.2 0.03 0.05 0.03 0.06 0.1 0.05 0.07 o.os 
11. o.os 0.03 0.03 o.o 0.03 0.009 0.05 o.o 0.02 o.o 
Legend: 
1. Composition Errors 7. Adjective and Adverb Errors 
2. Punctuation Errors s. Verb Errors 
3. Miscellaneous Errors 9. Conjunction and Preposition 
4. Sentence Structure Errors Errors 
5. Capital Errors 10. Pronoun Errors 
6. Paragraph Errors 11. Noun Errors 
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B. Letter-Form Errors 
The presentation o£ the £acts concerning letter-£orm errors is made 
in £our sections: 1. Letter-Form Mistakes o£ Rural Children; 2. Letter-Form 
Mistakes o£ Urban Children; 3. Comparison of Letter-Form Errors of Rural 
and Urban Children; and 4, Summary. 
The main types of letter-form errors found related to the heading, 
spacings and margins, the salutation, the close, and the signature. Some 
miscellaneous w~stakes were also listed. 
1. Letter-Form Mistakes of Rural Children 
The letter-form errors made by rura.l children, which are presented in 
Table XI, were amazingly numerous. The number of mistakes made in 328 
letters was 1722. The table may be read as follows: (Reference is made·to 
2. Spacing and Margins) rural boys ten years old omitted side margins 
fii~y-three times, neglected to indent ten times, and crowded content gen-
erally six times in £i£ty-three letters; rural boys eleven years old 
omitted side margins thirty-nine times, failed to indent thirteen times, 
and crowded content generally three times in thirty-four letters; rural 
boys of other ages omitted side margins thirty-seven times, did not indent 
ten times, and crowded generally eight times in thirty-£our letters. Rural 
girls ten years of age omitted the side margins 164 times, neglected to 
indent nineteen times, and crowded content genera11y six times in 146 
letters; rural girls eleven years o£ age omitted side margins sixty-four 
times, and fa.iled to indent seven times in sixty-one letters. 
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TABLE XI 
Letter-Form Errors in 328 Life Letters of Rural Children 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Number of Letters: 53 34 34 121 146 61 207 
1. Heading: 
Incorrect placement 1 1 0 2 5 0 5 
Incorrect order 3 4 0 7 3 1 4 
Not on three lines 4 1 0 5 'Z 1 4 0 
Omitted or partially omitted 6 2 1 9 3 5 8 
Punctuation omitted between 
city and state 32 25 21 78 67 35 102 
Punctuation omitted between 
month date and year 17 11 11 39 27 9 36 
Unnecessary punctuation 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Omitted Capital 2 0 4 6 1 0 1 
Unnecessary capital 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Crowded 0 1 1 2 3 0 3 
Total 65 45 38 148 112 53 165 
2. Spacing and Margins: 
Omission of side margin 53 39 37 129 164 64 228 
Paragraph not indented 10 13 10 33 19 7 26 
General crowding 6 3 8 17 6 0 6 
Total 69 55 55 179 189 71 260 
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TABLE XI (continued) 
" 
Rural Boys Rural Girls 
Age:lO 11 oth T 10 11 T 
3. Salutation: 
Incorrect placement 3 3 0 6 1 0 1 
Inappropriate form 1 1 0 2 1 1 2 
Omitted capital 5 3 0 8 0 3 3 
Unnecessary capital 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 
Omitted punctuation 16 13 14 43 38 9 47 
Incorrect punctuation 8 4 7 19 25 18 43 
Unnecessary punctuation 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 
Total 33 24 26 83 66 31 91 
4. Close: 
Incorrect placement 7 5 9 21 36 13 49 
Inappropria·te form 0 0 1 1 3 2 5 
Omitted oapi tal 2 2 6 10 12 2 14 
Unnecessary capital 18 10 15 43 44 19 63 
Incorrect punctuation 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Omitted punctuation 38 23 30 91 92 43 135 
Unnecessary punctuation 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 
OmH;ted 7 2 0 9 10 3 13 
Total 72 43 61 176 198 84 282 
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TABLE XI (continued) 
= Girfi" Rural Boys Rural 
Age:10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
5. Signature: 
Incorrect placement 2 5 5 12 30 11 41 
Not on one line 4 2 2 8 15 7 22 
Crowded 2 2 2 6 18 4 22 
Repeated 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 
Omitted 0 0 3 3 2 2 4 
Unnecessary punctuation 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 
Omitted capital 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 8 9 13 30 69 24 93 
6, Miscellaneous Errors: 
Erasures, blots 24 19 14 57 46 21 67 
Illegible penmanship 11 13 10 34 17 8 25 
Lack of consistency in the use 
of opened or closed punctuation 5 1 0 6 0 0 0 
Lack of consistency in the use of 
block or semi-block form. 9 5 0 14 6 0 6 
Total 49 38 24 111 69 29 98 
A comparison of the totals of the spacing and margin errors shows that 
rural boys made 179 mistakes in 121 letters, while rural girls made 260 
errors in 207 letters. The rural boys made approximately 1.47 mistakes per 
letter; the rural girls 1.25 per letter. 
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The data. show that the rural boys ten years old made rawer spacing 
and margin errors per letter than the other tv•o groups of rural boys; the 
rural girls ten years old ~veraged more or this type of error than the girl! 
eleven years old. The other types of letter-form errors made by the rural 
children may be read in the same manner from this table. The boys made 
proportionately more mistakes than the girls in the main categories studied 
except in the use of the signature. They also made more miscellaneous 
errors such as erasures and illegible forms. 
2. Letter-Form Mistakes of Urban Children 
City children's letter-form errors totaled 1989, a larger number than 
that made by rural children. As urban children wrote more letters the 
proportionate number of mistakes was not so great. Table XII shows the 
letter-form errors made by urban boys and girls. The table is read as 
follows: (Reference is made to 2. Spacing and Margin) urban boys ten years 
old omitted side margins seventy-seven times, failed to indent six times, 
and crowded content generally nineteen times in 104 letters; urban boys 
eleven years old omitted the side ~argins seventy-four times, failed to 
indent once, and crowded five times in sixty letters; urban boys of other 
ages omitted the side margin forty-two times, and crowded content generally 
seven times in fifty-three letters. Urban girls ten years of age omitted 
the side margin 119 times, failed to indent four times, and crowded content 
generally nineteen times in 103 letters; urban girls eleven years of age 
omitted side margins sixty-eight times, neglected to indent eleven times, 
and crowded content nineteen times in one hundred letters. 
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TABLE XII 
Letter-Form Errors in 420 Life Letters of Urban Children 
Urban boys Urban Girls 
A~e:lO 11 oth T 10 11 T 
Number of Letters: 104 60 53 217 103 100 203 
1. Heading : 
Incorrect placement 2 3 2 7 3 l 4 
Incorrect order 5 7 3 15 8 9 17 
Not on three lines 0 1 1 2 4 1 5 
Omitted or partially omitted 6 4 6 16 16 11 27 
Punctuation omitted between 
city and state 55 30 24 109 43 48 91 
Punctuation omitted between 
month date and year 21 12 8 41 6 13 19 
Unnecessary punctuation 3 2 0 5 3 0 3 
Omitted capital 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 
Unnecessary capital 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Crowded 2 3 4 9 2 2 4 
Total 95 62 51 208 85 85 170 
2. Spacing and lv'f..a.rgins: 
Omission of side margin 77 74 42 193 119 68 187 
Paragraph not indented 6 1 0 7 4 11 15 
General crowding 19 5 7 31 19 19 38 
Total 102 80 49 231 142 98 240 
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TABLE XII (continued) 
== Urban Boys Urban Girls 
A:ge: 10 11 oth T 10 11 T 
-· 
3. Salutation: 
Incorrect placement 3 3 1 7 1 1 2 
Inappropriate fo~ 1 0 0 1 3 1 4 
Omitted capital 4 4 1 9 0 1 1 
Unnecessary capital 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Omitted punctua·tion 48 19 19 86 6 15 21 
Incorrect punctuation 13 11 3 27 26 20 46 
Unnecessary punctuation 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 
Total 69 37 25 131 37 39 76 
4. Close: 
Incorrect placement 25 12 2 39 14 8 22 
Inappropriate fo~ 1 0 0 1 5 1 6 
Omitted capital 5 4 3 12 1 1 2 
UnnecessRry capital 39 22 14 75 25 33 58 
Incorrect punctuation 3 1 0 4 0 0 0 
Omitted punctuation 70 43 37 150 58 68 126 
Unnecessary punctuation 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 
Omitted 6 1 3 10 6 9 15 
Total 152 83 59 294 109 120 229 
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TABLE XII (continued) 
Urban Boys Urban Girls 
Age:lo 11 Oth T 10 11 T 
5. Signature: 
Incorrect placement 21 8 5 34 10 7 17 
Not on one line 5 5 3 13 10 12 22 
Crowded 14 6 2 22 7 11 18 
Repeated 0 1 0 1 2 0 2 
Omitted 1 1 1 3 2 1 3 
Unnecessary punctuation 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 
Omitted capital 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Total 42 22 11 75 32 31 63 
6. Miscellaneous Errors: 
Erasures, blots 54 24 18 96 39 50 89 
Illegible penmanship 32 11 7 50 14 9 23 
Lack of consistency in the use 
of open or closed punctuation 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 
Lack of consistency in the use 
of block or semi-block form 1 3 3 7 5 0 5 
Total 87 40 28 155 58 59 117 
A comparison of the totals of the spacing and margin errors shows that 
the urban boys made 231 mistakes in 217 letters, while the urban girls 
made 240 mistakes in 203 letters. The urban boys made approximately 1.06 
mistru{es per letter; the urban girls 1.18 per letter. 
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The data show that urban boys eleven years old, and urban girls ten 
years old, made more spacing and margin errors proportionately than the 
urban boys and girls in the other age groups. Other letter-form errors 
made by city children may be compared by a careful perusal of the table. 
According to these data the urban boys were particularly remiss regarding 
the proper use of the heading and the close in letter writing. 
3. Comparison of Letter-Form Errors 
of Rural and Urban Children 
The frequency of letter-form errors made by rural and urban boys and 
girls is presented in Table XIII. For example, rural boys made 176 closing 
errors while rural girls made 282 closing errors in 121 and 207 letters 
respectively. Urban boys made 294 closing errors in 217 letters, while the 
urban girls nade 229 errors of the s~me type in 203 letters. Rural boys 
made approximately 1.45 closing errors per letter; rural girls 1.36 per 
letter. Urban boys made approximately 1.35 closing errors per letter; 
urban girls 1.12 per letter. A co!!lparison shows tha·b rural children made 
approximately 1.39 closing errors per letter; while the urban children 
made approximately 1.24 of this type of error per letter. Other types of 
errors may be similarly compared. 
The data show that in each main type of letter-form error the urban 
children averaged fewer mistakes per letter than rural children, except in 
the case of miscellaneous letter-form errors in which the average was the 
same for rural and urban children. In the heading and miscellaneous 
letter-form errors, the rural girls averaged fewer errors 'Jer letter than 
urban girls; in the signature errors, the rural boys averaged fewer mistakoo 
77 
per letter than urban boys. 
TABLE XIII 
The Frequency of Letter-Form Errors in 
Letters of Rural and Urban Children 
Rural Urban 
Bo;zs Girls Total Bo;zs Girls Total· Total 
Number of Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 748 
Closing errors No. 176 282 458 294 229 523 981 
Av. 1.45 1.36 1.39 1.35 1.12 1.24 1.31 
Spacing and margin No. 179 260 439 231 240 471 910 
errors Av. 1.48 1.25 1.30 1.06 1.18 1.12 1.22 
Heading errors No. 148 165 313 208 170 378 691 
Av. 1.22 0.79 0.95 0.90 0.83 0.90 0.92 
Miscellaneous errors No. 111 98 209 155 177 272 481 
Av. 0.91 0.47 0.64 0.71 0.52 0.64 0.64 
Salutation errors No. 83 97 180 131 76 207 387 
Av.0.68 0.46 0.55 0.60 0.37 0.49 0.52 
Signature errors No. 30 93 123 75 63 1~3 261 
Av. 0.25 0.45 0.37 0.34 0.31 0.33 0.35 
Total No. 727 995 1722 1094 895 1989 3711 
Av. s.oo 4.75 5.25 s.oo 4.40 4.73 4.96 
Legend: 
Av. • Average number of mistakes per letter 
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1~en all types of letter-form errors are considered, these data show 
that rural boys made approximately 6.0 errors per letter; and rural girls 
made 4.75 per letter. Rural boys and girls together averaged 5.25 errors 
per letter. Urban boys made approximately 5.0 letter-form errors per 
letter; urban girls 4.4 per letter. Urban boys and girls together avere.ged 
4.73 letter-form errors per letter. 
Table XIV shows the rank and frequency of the various letter-form 
errors. Of these 981 or 26.5 per cent were closing errors. Of this total 
omitted punctuation numbered 502 and unnecessary capitalization 239; the 
two types comprised seventy-five per cent of the closing errors. There 
were 910 spacing and margin errors which n1ade up 24.5 per cent of all let-
ter-form mistakes. Eighty per cent of these were found to be omissions of 
side margins. Of the 691 heading errors comprising 18.6 per cent of all, 
omitted punctuation between city and state, and between month date and 
year made up seventy-four per cent. Miscellaneous errors were checked 481 
times comprising 12.9 per cent of all letter-form errors; sixty-four per 
cent of which were listed under erasures and blots. There ·were 387 salu-
tation errors which made up 10~4 per cent of the letter-form errors. In 
this major group, omitted and incorrect punctuation comprised eighty-five 
per cent of the mistakes. The remaining 261 or seven per cen·t of letter 
-form mistakes were included under sir;nature errors. Incorrect placement 
and crowded signature made up sixty-five per cent of this type. 
TABLE XIV 
Rank, Frequency, and Percentage of Various Types of 
Letter-Form Errors in 748 Fifth-Grade Letters 
Rank I~rror 
I Closing Errors 
1. Omitted punctuation 
2. Unnecessary capital 
3. Incorrect placement 
4. Omitted 
5. Omitted capital 
6. Inappropriate form 
7. Incorrect punctuation 
8. Unnecessary punctuation 
II Spacing and Margin Errors 
1. Omission of side margin 
2. General crowding 
3. Paragraph not indented 
III Heading Errors 
1. Omitted punctuation bebveen city 
and state 
2. Omitted punctuation between.month 
date and year 
3. Omitted or partially omitted 
4. Incorrect order 
5. Crowded 
Frequency 
981 
502 
239 
131 
47 
38 
13 
6 
5 
910 
737 
92 
81 
691 
380 
135 
60 
43 
18 
Percentage 
of all 
26.5 
13.5 
6.4 
1.2 
1.0 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 
24.5 
19.8 
2.2 
18.6 
10.2 
0.5 
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TABLE XIV (continued) 
Rank F.rror Frequency Percenta.ge 
of all 
-
III Heading Errors (continued) 
6. Incorrect placement 18 0.5 
7. Not on three lines 16 0.4 
e. Unnecessary punctuation 10 0.3 
9. Omitted capital 10 0.3 
10. Unnecessary capital 1 0.03 
IV Miscellaneous Errors 481 12.9 
1. Erasures, blots 309 8.3 
2. Illegible penmansh:i.p 132 3.5 
<:! Lack of consistency in use of "• 
block or semi-block form 32 0,8 
4. Lack of consistency in use of 
open or closed punctuation 8 0.2 
v Salutation Errors 387 10.4 
1. Omitted punctuation 197 5.3 
2. Incorrect punctuation 135 3.6 
3. Omitted capital 21 0,6 
4. Incorrect placement 16 0,4 
5. Inappropriate form 9 0,3 
6. Unnecessary capital 5 0,1 
7. Unnecessary punctuation 4 0.1 
r 81 
' 
TABLE XIV (continued) 
==========·=============~==~=======-·--------=~==~=== Percentage 
of all Rank Error Frequency 
----------·-----------------------------------------------------------------
VI Signature Errors 261 7.0 
1. Incorrect placement 104 2.8 
2. Crowded 68 1.8 
3. Not 'on one line 65 1.8 
4. Omitted 13 o.~ 
5. Repetition 5 0.1 
6. Unnecessary punctuation 5 0.1 
7. On>..i tted capi te.l 1 0.03 
4. Summary 
In the 748 fifth-grade life letters there were 3711 letter-form 
errors, an average of 4.96 per letter. The closing errors comprised 26.5 
per cent of all, with omitted punctuation, unnecessary capitalization, e.nd 
incorrect placement oocurrir:g most frequently. Spacing and n1argin errors 
comprised 24.5 per cent of all letter-form errors with omission of side 
margins leading in frequency. In the heading Illistakes, which comprised 
18.6 per cent of all letter-form errors, omitted punctue.tion was first in 
frequency. Under Illiscellaneous errors were listed 12.9 per cent of all 
letter-for~ ~~stakes, ~~th erasures, blots, and illegible penw~ship high 
in frequency. Salutation errors mnde up 10.4 per cent of all, with oiilitted 
and incorrect punctuation leading in number. Signature errors were last 
in frequency wAking up seven per cent of all letter-form errors. Incorrect 
r 
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placement and crowded signature occurred most frequently in this category. 
In all major types of letter-form errors the urban children made 
fewer mistakes proportionately than the rural children. 
c. Specific Errors 
The letters were studied not only to present the composition errors 
and letter-forn1 errors, but also to find the types of speciric errors 
relating to word usage which children made in spontaneous writing. Be-
cause the tabulations were rather lengthy it is impossible to present 
every detail of fact in this thesis. However, the important findinES are 
summarized. 
1. Contraction Errors 
Contractions evidently were a constant source of error to the child-
ren who wrote these life letters. Table Tv shows the specific errors made 
in contractions. Among these the o:mission of the apostrophe in don't and 
1 1m occurred most often, with its omission in it's, didn't, and won't 
follmrlng in order of frequency. 
2. Homonym Errors 
There were 276 homonym errors some of which are listed in Table XVI. 
Of these errors, 135 resulted from confusion in the use of to, ~~ and 
two. Errors in the use of there and their, right and vvrite, ~and lmow 
were frequent; here and ~~ and ~ and ~ were also often confused. 
The other homonym errors not listed in the table were made by the confu-
sion of: 
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TABLE XV 
Specific Contraction Errors 
Rural Urban 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 
Number of Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 
Apostrophe omitted in: 
aren't 0 1 1 0 0 0 
can't 1 6 7 4 1 5 
couldn't 0 2 2 1 2 3 
didn't 4 3 7 4 7 11 
don't 11 15 26 19 7 26 
hasn't 0 1 1 3 0 3 
haven't 3 2 5 4 4 8 
here's 0 0 0 3 0 3 
he's 1 2 3 0 2 2 
how's 0 2 2 2 1 3 
I 1d 1 0 1 0 0 0 
I'll 0 3 3 8 4 12 
I'm 7 9 16 18 3 21 
isn't 3 1 4 0 2 2 
it's 2 10 12 5 5 10 
I 1ve 3 0 3 5 0 5 
let's 0 0 0 1 0 1 
o'clock 0 3 3 3 2 5 
she's 0 0 0 0 1 1 
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TABLE XV ( continu eel) 
Rural Urban 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 
that's 0 5 5 5 3 8 
there's 0 3 3 3 1 4 
they're 0 2 2 4 1 5 
wasn't 0 0 0 1 0 1 
we'll 2 1 3 0 0 0 
we're 0 3 3 1 1 2 
we've 0 1 1 0 0 0 
what's 0 0 0 1 0 1 
won't 3 5 8 6 4 10 
wouldn't 2 1 3 1 0 1 
you're 0 1 1 1 1 2 
you've 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total 43 82 125 104 53 157 
Alter and altar plane and plain 
by and buy sea and see 
fare and fair through and threw 
hole and whole waste and waist 
mail and male weak and week 
meat and meErli won and one 
peace and piece wood and would 
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3. Double Negatives 
Only three double negatives out of thirty-two were found more than 
once. Urban children used can't~~ and can't think of nothing twice, 
while couldn't hardly was used twice in rural letters. The other ex-
pressions could be included under headings of cannot hardly, never ~­
won 1t never, and not ~. 
4. Slang and Vulgarisms 
Table XVII shows the slang and vulgarisms used most often. Kids, 
£boys, and how, youse, ain't, and~ appeared frequently, (seven to 
sixty-two times) while such expressions as ring 2.£.!, sign 2.£.!, and !.2. long 
were used sometimes in letter closings. The other slang and vulgarisms 
which were used only once or twice were: 
bawl dolls up lotta 
bawling gang nope 
bawl me out giminy O.K. 
blub blub quash gonna 0 shoot 
bunk guy Pete's sake 
busts guys rotten 
busted heck sap 
darned hey hey shrimp 
dickens keen spiffy 
dingny kinda swell 
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TABLE XVI 
Frequent Homonym Errors 
. 
Rural Urban 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 
Number o:f Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 
:forth :for :fourth 0 2 2 3 0 3 
hear :for here 2 9 11 10 2 12 
here :for hear 6 5 11 2 3 &· 
knew :for new 3 2 5 0 0 0 
know :for no 1 1 2 2 0 2 
no :for know 2 9 11 3 2 5 
right for write 3 3 6 8 2 10 
their for there 2 2 4 4 9 13 
there for their 0 6 6 5 5 10 
to for too 25 26 51 26 22 48 
to for two 1 7 8 3 2 5 
too for to 6 1 1 3 3 6 
too for two 2 0 2 0 1 1 
two for to 0 0 0 1 0 1 
two for too 3 0 3 1 2 3 
write for right 0 l 1 4 0 4 
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TABLE XVII 
Frequent Slang and Vulgarisms 
Rural Urban 
Bols Girls Total Bols Girls Total 
Number of !:etters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 
ain't 1 4 5 3 3 6 
and how 0 0 0 7 0 7 
gee 1 5 6 2 4 6 
junk 0 0 0 2 1 3 
kids 10 24 34 15 13 28 
0 boys 4 11 15 8 3 11 
ring off 1 2 3 1 1 2 
so long 0 1 1 4 0 4 
sign off 0 3 3 1 0 1 
youse 4 1 5 3 2 5 
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5. Words Incorrectly Used 
Table XVIII lists the words incorrectly used which were met with 
three or more times each. The confusion of ~ and know. the use of ~ 
for .2!!!:.• got for have, (indicating possession) ~ for where. and got for 
~ occurred most frequently. Some of the other words incorrectly used 
which were found only once or twice follow: 
I 
a for as can for can't 
along for alone aerial for serial 
an for am come for go 
and for am or an every for very or ever 
as for so feed for food 
call for blow find for fine 
get for be or must place for play 
go for come principle for principal 
got for came or was real for reel 
got for has or were sat for set 
grade for great save for safe 
hope for wish saver for server 
how for what sends for since 
how for who sense for since 
is for as set for sit 
loose for lose sets for sits 
mind for mine setting for sitting 
mush for much though for thought 
niece for nephew trail for trial 
no for now vary for very 
now for no which for wish 
our for are won for beat 
of for off write for answer 
6. Preposition and Conjunction 
Errors 
Among the preposition and conjunction mistakes the use of would of 
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and should 2f for verbs was noted, while the use of!£ for !1• ~ for at, 
and in for on occurred often. There were a few cases of confusion of 
preposi tiona and conjunctions, such as ~ for .12_, and !:.!.!!! for !1• 
7. Errors in the Use of Adjectives and Adverbs 
The most frequent error in the contusion of adjectives and adverbs 
as shown in Table XIX, was the omission of 'ly' ; it was the cause of 
nearly all of the mistakes, particularly in the case of the word~· The 
confusion of a and an was met with seventeen times. The children spoke of 
going to "an party," of writing "a answer," and of having, "an radio." 
Such expressions as all flower, lots of handkerchief, ~ !!!!!!• the ~ 
E!_ ~ relation, these x_ear, and fifteen ohidken, were typical of the lack 
of agreement between modifiers and the words modified. 
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TABLE XVIII 
Same Words Incorrectly Used 
-Rural Urban 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 
Nwnber of Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 
are for our 1 9 10 15 2 17 
aw.f'ul for very 4 1 5 0 0 0 
ever for every 1 0 1 0 4 4 
find for fine 1 0 l 1 2 3 
for for four 3 1 4 3 0 3 
got for had 0 2 2 1 1 2 
got f.'or have 9 5 14 8 4 12 
got for must 5 0 5 1 0 1 
know for now 2 3 5 5 2 7 
leave f.'or let 3 0 3 0 0 0 
like f.'or wish 1 0 1 0 3 3 
now f.'or know 3 0 3 3 10 13 
quiet f.'or quite 1 1 2 1 1 2 
stationary f.'or stationery 0 0 0 0 4 4 
tell for say 3 0 3 0 0 0 
then for than 3 0 3 0 0 0 
there for here 1 2 3 0 0 0 
weather f.'or whether 1 0 1 2 0 2 
were f.'or where 3 0 3 1 2 3 
where f.'or wear 2 0 2 0 2 2 
you for your 1 0 1 2 1 3 
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TABLE XIX 
Adjectives Used for Adverbs 
Rural Urban 
Bozs Girls Total Bozs Girls Total 
Number of Letters: 121 207 328 217 203 420 
bad for badly 0 0 0 2 1 3 
bright for brightly 0 1 1 0 1 1 
careful for carefully 0 1 1 0 0 0 
good for well 4 2 6 4 0 
" 
near for nearly 1 1 2 0 1 1 
nice for nicely 0 0 0 0 1 1 
quiet for quietly 1 0 1 0 0 0 
quick for quickly 0 1 1 0 0 0 
regular for regularly 0 0 0 1 0 1 
' 
safe for safely 0 1 1 0 0 0 
sure for surely 41 156 197 43 68 111 
terrible for terribly 1 0 1 0 0 0 
tight for tightly 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Total 49 163 212 50 72 122 
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8. lloun and Pronoun Eh-rors 
Errors were Ir..ade in the formation of the plural of such nouns as 
calf, turkey, family, ~· and party. Pronoun case errors were few. Those 
met with most frequently were~ for~,~ for~,~ for~, and 
~ for them. There were a few instances of lack of agreement between 
pronouns and antecedents. For example, the teacher which, book~, 
.!!:!! which, and~ who, were found. 
9. Verb Errors 
~ _!!, .:!!!. .!!.!!• they .!!.!!• and it don't are examples of the lack of 
agreement between verbs and subjects which occurred most frequently. There 
were a few auxiliary errors such as ~ gone for .!!_ gone. In the use of 
the present tense for the past tense most of the mistakes resulted from 
the omission of 'ed'. Other verb errors found in this group were: 
come for came 
draw for drew 
eat for ate 
give for gave 
have for had 
meet for met 
run for ran 
say for said 
send for sent 
see for saw 
tear for torn 
In the use of the past tense for present tense the regular past tense 
forms predominated. Practically the same irregular forms were confused in 
this group as were in the preceding one with the addition of: 
took for take 
was for is 
were for are 
wrote for write 
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There were a few instances of the use of the present tense for the present 
progressive as write for .!:!. writin,g and get for .!:!!! getting. The confusion 
of past tense and past participle was frequent. Typical e-xamples of this 
type of error were: wrote for .!!!!!. written, ~ for .!:!!!. ,h!!. and began 
for~ begun. 
10. Misplaced Modifiers 
A number of misplaced modifiers were found. In some instances these 
might possibly be classified as unnecessary words. An example of this is 
found in, "I wanted to write you sometime then." Again, "We will go 
already." One child in describing a snowstorm said, "The path outside the 
house was covered even," meaning that even the path was cover.ed with snow. 
Another example of misplaced modifier is found in, "The man was killed 
with glasses~". 
11. Summary 
ln the ten subsections above facts concerning specific errors were 
presented; in this summary a brief comparison of the relative frequency 
of various mistakes in letters of rural and urban children is made. 
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Urban children made fewer mistakes in the use of' contractions, homo-
nyms, double negatives, and nouns than rural children. In these types of 
errors girls made fewer mistakes than boys. In general, however, the 
letters of rural and city boys and girls contained the same mistakes. The 
city children used less slang proportionately than the rural children; 
city girls used more sl~g comparatively than city boys. In adjective and 
adverb errors urban children made fewer mistakes relatively than rural 
children, but the girls in both groups made comparatively more errors than 
the boys. In preposition and conjunction errors and in confusion of~ and 
an the rural and urban groups averaged approximately the same number of 
mistakes; in both cases the boys made more mistakes proportionately than 
the girls. Rural children made relatively fewer pronoun errors than city 
children; rural girls made comparatively fewer errors than rural boys 
while urban girls made more than urban boys. Urban children made fewer 
verb errors proportionately than rural children. Rural boys and urban 
girls made proportionately more errors of this type than rural girls and 
urban boys. The letters of the rural girls contained no misplaced modi-
fiers; however, letters of urban boys and girls together contained rela-
tively fewer errors of this type than those of' the rural boys. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS 
A. Summ.ary and Conclusions 
The purpose of this thesis was to discover the composition, letter 
-form, and word usage errors made in life-letters of fifth-grade children, 
and to determine the ef£ect of age, sex, and place of school attendance 
upon those errors. 
Seven hundred and forty-eight letters written spontaneously by fifth 
-grade children in life outside the school were used as data for this in-
vestigation. These letters were grouped into ten categories according to 
location, sex, and age. The composition and letter-form errors were tabula-
ted. Eighty-seven types of composition errors were listed under nineteen 
major ~aadings; thirty-nine types of letter-form errors were listed under 
six major headings. The specific errors in word-usage were also recorded 
in ten groups. 
Approximately one hundred thousand running words were contained in the 
748 letters read for this tabulation. The 338 boys' letters averaged 115 
words; the 410 girls' letters, 149 words. In the 328 letters written by 
rural children there were approximately forty-five thousand running words of 
which about fourteen thousand were written by boys, and nearly thirty-one 
thousand by girls. In the 420 letters written by city children there were 
approximately fifty-five thousand running words, of which nearly twenty-five 
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thousand were written by boys, and more than thirty thousand by girls. 
The number of composition errors listed was 9962, an average of 13.32 
per letter. The number of letter-form errors recorded was 3711, an average 
of 4.96 per letter. The total number of errors tabulated was 13,673, an 
average of 18.27 per letter. 
1. Composition Errors 
Mistakes in punctuation comprised 40.1 per cent of all composition 
errors; miscellaneous errors made up 21.5 per cent; sentence structure 
errors, 11.2 per cent; and errors in the use of capitals, 10.7 per cent. 
Less than seventeen per cent of the total number of errors occurred in para-
graphing, in the use of adjectives and adverbs, and in the use of verbs, 
prepositions and conjunctions, nouns, and pronouns. 
Rural boys eleven years old made a slightly higher average number of 
composition errors per letter than rural boys ten years old; rural boys of 
other ages, mostly younger, averaged fewer composition errors per letter 
than either of the other two groups of rural boys. The eleven year old 
rural girls made a slightly higher average number of composition errors per 
letter than the rural girls ten years old. In the city groups, the boys 
eleven years old averaged 7.8 more composition errors per letter than boys 
ten years old. The boys of other ages, mostly older in this case, made 
fewer errors per letter than either of the other two groups of urban boys. 
The ten year old city girls averaged 1.4 more errors per letter than city 
girls eleven years old. 
The boys in both rural and city groups made proportionately more com-
position errors than the girls. The rural children erred more frequently 
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proportionately than the urban children. 
2. Letter-Form Errors 
Closing errors comprised 26.5 per cent of all letter-form errors; 
spacing and marginal errors made up 24.5 per cent of them; and mistakes in 
heading totaled 18~6 per cent. Salutation and signature mistakes comprised 
10.4 per cant and seven per cent respectively of the total number of letter 
-form mistakes; miscellaneous errors such as blots, erasures, and illagi-
bility aggregated 12.9 per cent of all. 
Boys in both rural and city groups made proportionately more letter-
form errors than girls. The city children made f~1er mistakes proportion-
' ately than the rural children. 
3. Specific Errors 
In most types of specific errors urban children made proportionately 
fewer mistakes than rural children. A few exceptions to this general 
statement follow: Rural children made comparatively fewer pronoun mistakes 
than urban children; rural and urban groups made relative the same number 
of mistakes in the use of conjunctions and prepositions, and in the use of 
a and an. 
- -
Girls made comparatively fewer mistakes than boys except in the fol-
lowing instances: city girls used proportionately more slang than city boys; 
both rural and city girls made comparatively more adjectives and adverb 
errors than rural and city boys in an equal number of running words princi-
pally because boys used fewer adjectives than girls; urban girls made 
relatively more pronoun errors than urban boys; urban girls made proportion-
ately more errors in the use of verbs than urban boys. Similar mistakes, 
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in general, were found in the letters of both rural and city boys and girl~ 
B. Implications 
The composition and letter-form errors which. appeared most frequently 
should be a matter of concern to teachers and supervisors, and should aid 
greatly in directing attention to and emphasis upon the common language 
and letter-form defecta of fifth-grade children. The number and kind of 
error& which were found in these fifth-grade life letters indicate a need 
for drill upon certain well-established composition forms. These common 
errors might be used as a basis for remedial work. 
The punctuation used and needed in everyday life seemed to be the 
source of many of the children's difficulties. In order to eliminate the 
defects caused by these difficulties a careful teaching procedure concern-
ing the following is greatly needed: 
1. Placing of the period after a declarative sentence 
2. Correct use of the comma in series, in direct quotation, 
in compound sentences, after appositives and introductory 
words, and after such words as ~' .!!.£.1 and !!!.!, 
3. Use of the interrogation ma.rk after a question 
4. Use of the quotation mark in direct quotation 
5. Use of the apostrophe in contractions and in expressing 
possession 
Punctuation errors comprised 40.1 per cent of all composition errors tabu-
lated. Eighty-three per cent of these could be eliminated by the mastery 
of the specific types of punctuation suggested above. If these five items 
of punctuation were adequately and effectively taught, letters of children 
would be considerably improved. Since letters are practically the only 
writing in which a great majority of people will ever engage, such a drive 
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would improve the adult writing of the next generation. 
The frequency with which capitals were omitted in the beginning of 
sentences and in proper n~es should also be of great interest to teachers. 
It seems that rules of capitalization demand constant review and exact 
practice in application. It is evident that the specific errors of each 
child need attention. Emphasis upon the errors made in life situations or 
in parallel situations would prove to be more valuable than formalized drill 
and would be very helpful in eliminating these errors. 
The most frequent miscellaneous errors concerned the writing of num-
bers. unnecessary abbreviations. homonyms, and the confusion of \~rds. 
Children should be taught the proper procedure in indicating quantity in 
social writing; th~ should learn to write out numerals where the written 
form is demanded. It might be said quite truly that children tended to 
abbreviate promiscuously and altogether too frequently in these letters. 
The number and kind of mistakes in homonyms and confusion of words quite 
similar either in form or meaning should also be a matter of interest to 
those who desire to help children improve their spelling and diction. A 
direct attack upon the spelling and use of a comparatively small number of 
suop words would not only improve spelling but enhance writing. 
Sentence sense is needed by children as is evidenced by their tenden-
cy to use run-on, ~biguous, and redundant sentences. Corneot sentence 
feeling would. no doubt. lessen the number of errors in punctuation and 
capitalization also. It is possible that drill on sentence sense would aid 
in the development of paragraph consciousness and an unders·tanding of para-
graph construction. 
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The mistakes made in the headings of these fifth-grade life letters 
were amazingly numerous. It was evident also that many children were un-
aware of the proper form of salutation as well as the correct method of 
closing a letter. Side margins were entirely neglected by a great number 
of the children, while the majority of the others used only one side margin. 
Eighty-seven per cent of these letter-form errors noted could be eliminated 
by the mastery of the following: 
1. Heading: correct placement, order, punctuation, and capitalization. 
2. Salutation: correct placement, punctuation, capitalization, and 
proper form 
3. Spacing and Margins: correc·t margins, spacing, and indentation 
4. Closing: correct· placement, punctuation, capitalization, and 
appropriate form 
5. Signature: correct placement, punctuation, and capitalization 
The other letter-form errors listed as miscellaneous could be elimin-
ated by the deve~opment in the children of a pride in the general appear-
ance of their letters, and an appreciation of neat and legible work. 
Correct attitudes concerning letters are of great importance ~d should be 
carefully encouraged if the best results are to be obtained. Life letters 
would motivate the teaching of correct letter form, for children who desire 
to write to their friends could be readily inspired to wish to write cor-
rectly. A model life letter would aid in presenting to the children the 
exact form, correct position, faultless capitalization and punctuation of 
the heading, salutation, closing, and signature. There should be a careful 
diagnosis of the many defects of form and effective remedial measures taken 
to correct them. Finally, teachers can make provision for the prevention of 
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errors by careful initial instruction and exact presentation of those 
forms in which mistakes are likely to be commonly made. Thus teaching 
should provide for general drill upon common difficulties, specific drill 
upon individual defects, and prevention of defects by careful and effect-
ive initial instruction. 
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